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Pastor’s Message
Dear Church Family,
From April 16-19, I had the privilege of
taking some continuing education time away
from Oak Chapel in order to meet with other
Christian leaders at the National Workshop on
Christian Unity (NWCU). This is an outgrowth
of my work on the East Ohio Conference’s
Office on Christian Unity and Interreligious
Relationships (OCUIR) — we United
Methodists love our acronyms, don’t we?
NWCU involved a lot of networking with
other Christian leaders so that we can be in
further dialogue as to how our respective
denominations and local churches can better
work together so that we might be the fuller
Body of Christ to our neighbors and
communities. The workshops that I attended as
part of the conference gave a lot of theoretical
as well as some practical ideas as to how we can
best do this work.
You might be wondering why this work —
ecumenical (different Christian traditions
working together) work (there’s your seminary
word for the month) — is so important,
especially given the conflict in our own
denomination. We as Christians need to be
relating to our brothers and sisters in faith of
every tradition. Christ desired us (and still does!)
to be united. This doesn’t mean that we all
become United Methodist, or Episcopalian, or
Catholic, or Evangelical.

It means that we unite with other Christians in
our holy, missional work. Such a display of unity,
despite our theological differences, can speak a
powerful word to our communities, nations, and
world that is so polarized and divided today. Can
you imagine doing the important work of the
Church alongside our siblings from other
denominations — simply being Christians at
work?
It may come as a surprise, but we’re already
doing this, even at the denominational level! We,
as the United Methodist Church, have entered
into what are called “Full-Communion
Agreements” with other denominations. This
means that our pastors are able to serve in and be
recognized in one another’s churches. The UMC is
in Full-Communion with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (2009), and most recently, the
Moravian Church (2016). We’re in active
dialogue with The Episcopal Church to come to a
Full-Communion Agreement with them as well.
I’m excited for the possibilities of shared life
and mission among the churches of Wooster,
Ohio. I also very much appreciate the
opportunity to be away for this conference. So
thank you all, and a special thank you to Jim
Pfander for preaching so that I could be fully
attentive to that work that was before me.
In Christ,

Bonnets and Friendship Tears ~ our All Daughters’ Luncheon
May 12 ~ Gather at 11:00 a.m. Begin promptly at 11:30 a.m.

This will be a time of fellowship and celebration of all God’s daughters. All women
are invited and we’d love for you to bring a guest. Please reserve your spot(s) by
calling the church office, 330-264-2537, or by marking the attendance sheet in
church. Please bring a teacup to share with someone else.

As mission and evangelism is the
work of the church as a whole, the
Outreach Committee will be
focusing our efforts on just three
projects this year. On the first Saturday in June we
will sponsor a Community Impact Day which will
be very similar to the Change the World Day we
sponsored in the past. Plans are being made for
three opportunities for participation that day. Our
church community project will be working with
United Methodist Women to compile UMCOR
Health Kits and sew School Kits for the fall. Local
community outreach will be helping at Habitat for
Humanity, where we will participate in their
“Rock the Block Day,” an effort to clean up the
Grant Street neighborhood where their current
home project is located. And our outreach to the
global community will be making simple dresses
for girls in Africa.
The second Saturday in August, we will
sponsor a Back to School Fun Day, in conjunction
with the Buy-Way Sale. And the second Saturday
in December we will once again sponsor a trip to
Valley Head, West Virginia to share Christmas
with the children there.
The remainder of our efforts, as a committee,
will be to support individuals or groups in the
congregation as they reach out to others in our
community and beyond. If you or your committee
have an outreach project you would like help
with, please contact Pam Domer, Outreach
Committee Chair, and we will be glad to help.

Spiritual
Growth

The Monday morning Bible Study
welcomes anyone who wishes to
know God better and grow in
their Christian faith. On April 9th
we began a study of the Books of the Apocrypha.
These books reflect on the struggle of God’s people
in the two centuries leading up to the birth of Christ.
This study provides a systematic and structured way
to view the books of the Apocrypha which are new
to many people. This 7 session Bible study will help
you pull out the unique background, history, and
traditions of the books between the testaments.
New members add new vitality to our group.
Please consider joining us at 9:30 a.m.

Welcome Center Staffing
May ~ Arden Boyer

Our Welcome Team is a group of dedicated

individuals who staff the Welcome Center each
Sunday morning before worship. The only
requirement for this job is a friendly face and the
willingness to serve four Sundays of the year.
Volunteers show up for worship twenty minutes
early and welcome visitors. Won’t you help us with
this important ministry of the church? Contact Pam
in the office or at 330-601-3926.
We are still collecting Our Family
labels and Box Tops for education.

People to People

Please remember to bring in nonperishable items to support those in
need in our area through the People
to People Ministries. Our collection each
month, which coordinates with the celebration
of our Lord’s supper is an opportunity for you
to share in the blessings God has given you
with those in need. Thank you Connie Reed
for delivering these gifts to People to People.
May 7—7:00 p.m.
If you are interested in an evening
of fun and fellowship plan to join
us on the first Monday of each
month for Art and Soul. No special
talent in needed, just a willingness to try new
things and enjoy each other’s company. Plan to
join us.

Weekday Bible Studies

NO MORE!
Thanks to those who
have brought in
silica gel packets.
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27

Pre-K to 2nd Grade
May Sunday School Volunteers

Cathy Shallenberger
Miriam Zech
Evelyn Silver
Cathy Shallenberger

Thanks to all who give of their time to support
this ministry of the church. This class serves our
children Pre-K through Grade 2, and meets during
worship. If you would be willing to help, contact
April Aten.
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Trustee Update

Kim Domer - Trustees
chairman

MAY BIRTHDAYS
2
6
11
22
22
26
29

Dick Wiley
Donna Anderson
Abby Renker
Shelia Burckhart
Blair Shallenberger
Ann Kahrig
Betsy Bower
Tom Bower

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
3
14
21
25

Jen and Darrell Moser
Patti and Mark Richey
Christy and Pat Rickard
Pam and Kim Domer
Robin and Brad Kitchen
28 Phyllis and Dave Weaver

Wish your neighbor a happy day!
This information comes from our membership database.
Please contact the church office if there are corrections.

The Membership Care Committee
has a list of homebound members who
are visited by one of the committee
members on a regular basis. Please
contact Christy Rickard, 330-264-3830
with any member needs.
Cheryl Rastetter continues to coordinate getting
meals to those members of our church who have been
ill or in the hospital. If this is an area where you could
help, such as cooking or delivering, please call Cheryl
at 330-262-9369.
Blood pressure screenings are offered after worship
on the third Sunday of every month.
If you have unused birthday, anniversary, get well,
thinking of you, or sympathy cards laying around that
you would like to donate please give to Christy
Rickard. Also if you would like to donate forever
stamps, that would be greatly appreciated! These
cards and stamps are used to send to our Church
congregation.
The Membership Care Committee is looking at
options to have a CPR/AED Training, details later.
We look forward to caring for our church family
with a caring and compassionate attitude with God as
our leader.
Thank you again!

The ramp has experienced wear and tear
from this past winter. The trustees asked
Blair Shallenberger to repair it. He not
only repaired it but gave the entire ramp a
new seal coating. Thanks Blair. The
parsonage has a new water softener. It is
replacing the original softener that was
"dead.” Like the church, we are renting the
unit as this makes it more affordable to
us. The trustees will be spreading mulch
around the church later this spring. We
will need many hands for this job. Please
listen for further details during the
upcoming church services. Many thanks to
Dick Wiley who volunteered again to
mow the church and parsonage lawns this
season. Give him a hand - any branches or
sticks you see laying around, pick them up
and put them near a tree or along the
building. Thanks.

Crabby Kitchen Lady

There is a counter in the dish washing
room. It appears to be shrinking. There are
many theories on how this is possible. The
Crabby Kitchen Lady Association (CKLA)
has studied this phenomenon closely and
has concluded the shrinking counter is an
optical illusion. This is due to the ever
growing stack of items people have left
behind. Some things have names attached,
but most do not. Please go through the pile
and take home whatever is yours. Even if
you don't think you've left anything ~
please check. You might be surprised. And
better to be surprised now than this
summer when you see your pan in the
church Buy Way Sale!
the CKL aka Miriam Zech

Acorn Submissions: The next issue
will be for June/July 2018, The
deadline is May 15.
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The United Methodist Numbers Quiz

1. How many United Methodist churches are there around the world?
a) 42,779
b) 27,479
c) 24,779
d) To infinity and beyond
2. How many hospitals in the United States are affiliated with The United Methodist Church?
a) 84
b) 52
c) 25
c) Not sure, but the cafeteria food is strangely warmed
3. In how many countries does The United Methodist Church have a mission presence?
a) 120+
b) 75 – 120
c) Under 75
d) Every country and six other planets
4. What is the ratio of women to men in The United Methodist Church (in 2016)?
a) 42% female, 58% male
b) 58% female, 42% male
b) 52% female, 48% male d) Too close to call
5. In 2016, how much did U.S. United Methodist churches give to missions?
a) $937,675,776
b) $739,675,776
c) $397,675,776
d) A ginormous amount
6. How many members did churches outside the U.S. report in 2016?
a) 5,652,388
b) 5,526,388
c)2,655,388
d) A bunch

7. How many members did U.S. United Methodist churches claim in 2016?
a) 15,691,278
b) 6,951,278
c) 5,691,278
d) So many!
8. At 18,402, what United Methodist church lists the largest membership?
a) Church of the Resurrection – Leawood, Kansas
b) Windsor Village United Methodist Church – Houston, Texas
c) Christ Church – Fairview Heights, Illinois
9. At 9,071, what United Methodist church currently lists the largest attendance?
a) Church of the Resurrection – Leawood, Kansas
b) Windsor Village United Methodist Church – Houston, Texas
c) Christ Church – Fairview Heights, Illinois
10. How many U.S. United Methodist churches reported more than 3,000 members in 2016?
a) 613
b) 361
c) 136
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

A
B
A
B
A
C
B
B
A
C

Answers:
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United Methodist Women
annually treat our
community to a yummy
lunch and great program for
those who are 60 and over.
June 19, 2018
If you know someone to be
invited, please call the church office or add the
name to the attendance sheet on Sunday. Our
program will be “Swingin’ with the Saints.” A fast
paced musical adventure through church history.
Presented by Raylene Hiavaty from Jeromesville—
our presenter from last year.
Golden Agers
Luncheon

News from the Norwayne/Northwestern
Religious Ed Program
This is a program that Oak Chapel has supported
for a number of years. They ask your prayers for
three business matters handled during the last
meeting:
1. For guidance in completing the up-dating of
the organization's "Code of Regulations"
according to God's will.
2. To accomplish renewal of incorporation.
3. Finally and most FERVENTLY, for being able
to purchase the land for the Northwestern
Building and for God's chosen workers to
accomplish the project.
General and continuing prayer requests are:
1. For the teachers to be in tune with God's
leading and to inspire the students to know
God and walk with Him.
2. For the students; that more may attend and
that the ones who come may take God's
message seriously and really commit their lives
to Christ.
3. For the volunteers to be faithful and to bless
the kids and teachers with their help.
We serve an awesome God, and all things are
possible with Him! Norwayne/Northwestern
Religious Education is God's Program, the only
church some of these young people have. Thank
you for being part of the hands and feet to make
it happen!

Friends Together is a group of

people from the church who have
signed up to get together and have
a time of fellowship. If anyone
would like to join a Friends
Together Group or have any questions please
contact Christy at 330-264-3830 and we will get
you into a group. All are welcome!

Have you enjoyed
Ohio Light Opera
guest musicians
we've hosted in the
past? If so, here's
your chance to help
the tradition continue! We are looking for
sponsors from the congregation for each
musician. We pay each musician a $50
stipend to share their time and talents with
us. This year, we'd like to secure these funds
before we schedule the musicians. If you'd
like to help, please mark your donation for
OLO and place it in the offering plate any
Sunday through May 27. The total amount
donated will determine the number of
musicians we will schedule this year. Thanks
for your support of this program!

2019 Budget

The Finance Committee will
start discussing the 2019
Budget at this month's
meeting. Everything will be on
the table, from fundraisers to programs
expenses. We will again use a zero-based
budget approach, which means we start at $0
and all expenses are justified. No input means
no budgeted expense. All committee
chairpersons must have their inputs to Stuart
by Tuesday, July 31st. The draft 2019 budget
will be presented at the August Finance
Committee meeting.
Stuart Mykrantz, Finance Chair

The Day of Pentecost (May 20
this year) commemorates the
day when the Holy Spirit was
poured out on the 12 disciples
after the crucifixion and
resurrection of Jesus Christ in
Jerusalem. We mark this date
as the beginning of the Christian Church as
we know it. The Day of Pentecost is
celebrated 50 days after Easter in Western
branches of Christianity. Church services on
this day are marked by the color red
signifying the fiery winds of the Holy Spirit.
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Men’s Breakfast is May 12 at Green

Leaf Restaurant at 7:30 a.m. All men
and boys are welcome on the
second Saturday of each month.

All Son’s Dinner ~ June 16

Following Flag Day on June 14,
Emblem Club will present the
history of our flags.

Oak Chapel UMC Baseball Outing
Akron Rubber Ducks
Date: July 13, 2018 (Friday)
Time: 7:05pm (game start)
vs. Binghamton Rumble Ponies
Eric Clapton Fireworks Night

The Oak Chapel United Methodist Men elected to
purchase 25 tickets in Section 15, Rows T & U, at
the group price of $8 each. These seats are at the
top of the section (street level), under the overhang; the sun won't be in our eyes. The tickets will
be sold on a first come, first served basis. Please
see Stuart to reserve your seat and pay for your
tickets. If paying by check, please make the check
payable to Oak Chapel UMM.

Mission u ~ July 20-22, 2018

Mission u is an opportunity to study current issues
impacting society based on recent mission study
topics. Mission u is open to members and nonmembers of United Methodist Women. Men are
invited this year too! Classes offered this year are:
Spiritual Growth: Embracing Wholeness
Geographical Study: The Missionary Conferences
of the UMC: Redbird, Oklahoma Indian, Alaskan
Social Issue: What About Our Money?
Children: Money Matters
Youth: Is It Just Money?
Mt Union University, Alliance Ohio
(One day Sampler is Friday, July 20)
See Elizabeth Feldman for more information.
Early registration deadline is June 1.

Mother’s hold their children’s hands
for a while, but their hearts forever.

Faith, Hope, Love in Action

Once again, United Methodist
Women will support Oak
Chapel’s Community Impact Day
(formerly Change the World Day)
on Saturday, June 2, by compiling UMCOR
Health Kits. Items needed for those kits
include: hand towels, wash cloths, bath soap
(in wrapper), finger nail clippers,
toothbrushes (individually wrapped), widetooth combs and standard size Band-Aids.
Watch for sales on these items this spring.
Monetary donations are also needed to be
sent with the kits for the purchase of
toothpaste. Donations may be dropped off
in the narthex during the month of May.
Our next Unit Meeting will be Saturday,
May 26 at 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.
We will focus on Developing Principled
Leaders, through spiritual growth activities.
Our August focus will be Engaging in
Ministry with the Poor in an authentic handson way, as we welcome Lifeline Ministries
who will share their ministry and guide us in
packing meals to be shared with those in
need. Our final unit meeting of the year will
be in November, as we focus on Creating
Renewed Congregation. All women and girls
of the church are invited to participate in our
Unit Meetings and friends are always
welcome.
Pam Domer, Co-President

United Methodist Women has several

small group opportunities for service and
fellowship. All girls and women of the
church are welcome. Art & Soul on the first
Monday, Morning Circle on the first
Wednesday, Prayer Shawl on the fourth
Monday, and Bookworms on the fourth
Thursday and of each month.

The Bookworms! ~ A small
group for those who enjoy
reading and then discussing with
others who read the same book.
The group meets the fourth Thursday of
each month. On May 24 at 7:00 p.m. we
will discuss “The New Jim Crow” by
Michelle Alexander.
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Worship
10:30 a.m.
——————————————

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church
“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring”
Rev. Kyle Gould ............................................................................ Pastor
Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary
Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director
Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian
Church Phone ...................................................................330-264-2537
Pastor Kyle’s Cell Phone.....................................................330-204-8376
E-mail addresses:
pastorkgould@gmail.com
oakchapelumc@yahoo.com
Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com
WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT!
CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE
800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305
1-866-442-4403 (free) or email CanalDistrictUMC@neo.rr.com
Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent
Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant
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