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Dear Church Family, 

As we begin the Summer season, the familiar 

realities hit us. We seem to remember all at once 

that we need vacation. We need time to rest and 

to reset before returning to our lives as usual, 

and the Summer season affords us just that. Rest 

and relaxation is incredibly important to our 

lives. That kind of downtime helps us to live 

lives of wholeness. And so we enter this season 

of “rest” and “reset.” The kids are out of school 

for the summer. Teachers are probably doing 

some continuing education or their professional 

development days during this “break” — gearing 

up for the coming school year. 

It’s also during the Summer months that 

most churches see attendance fluctuate. There 

are people on vacation, and nice weather can 

keep some folks away on the weekends 

camping, fishing, spending time with their 

families in the sun. I gladly affirm all of these 

things. Do I wish people would attend each and 

every Sunday year round — and the special 

week day services that pop up? Absolutely. But 

this isn’t the reality in which we find ourselves. 

On top of sporadic attendance patterns, 

we’re confronted with our continuing financial 

situation. We may be feeling anxious over the 

future of our church. It’s out of this anxiety that 

we may clutch at past ways the church has been 

successful; we may reach back to our “glory 

days” as a congregation and hold what we did 

then as what we need to do again. Perhaps 

some of that will still work. Other approaches 

we used then won’t work in today’s reality. 

And so, in this time of “rest” and “reset,” I’d 

like for us to take stock of our lives, both 

individually and communally as the church. I want 

us to look at our lives and our gifts and passions. 

What is your purpose? Where do you fit in God’s 

plans for Oak Chapel UMC? What is your calling? 

On a similar track, what is Oak Chapel’s purpose? 

What does Oak Chapel exist for? What is Oak 

Chapel United Methodist Church’s mission? These 

aren’t easy questions with quick answers. These 

questions require honesty with ourselves and others. 

These questions require us to sit and think hard. 

These questions require us to invite God to show us 

what we’ve missed, and to lead us into the future. 

Many of you have already jumped into active 

ministry within and through Oak Chapel. I 

encourage you to continue in your ministries! 

Some of you haven’t for any variety of reasons. 

Regardless of whether you’re already active or 

not, I invite you to prayerfully consider how your 

callings, gifts, and talents might be used by God 

through Oak Chapel. By all means, come talk to 

me sometime if you’re unsure of how you might 

serve! 

I said in my first Acorn article a year ago that I 

was excited for the possibilities for ministry here 

in Wooster, Ohio. That hasn’t changed — I’m still 

so excited about the opportunities this church has! 

While we discern our individual callings as well as 

what the mission of Oak Chapel is, let us be open 

to the movements of God in our lives and 

communities to see how we can best make and 

mature disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. Amen. 

 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Pastor Kyle 

Our love and prayers continue to be with Marge Starkey on the death of her husband Al.  

A Memorial Service was held Saturday, May 26.  

Marge’s address is PO Box 1608, Sun City, AZ 85372. She’d love to hear from you. 
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Welcome Center Staffing  
June ~ Carol Gossage 

 

Our Welcome Team is a group of dedicated 

individuals who staff the Welcome Center each 

Sunday morning before worship. The only 

requirement for this job is a friendly face and the 

willingness to serve four Sundays of the year. 

Volunteers show up for worship twenty minutes 

early and welcome visitors. Won’t you help us   

with this important ministry of the church?    

Contact Carol Gossage. 

June 4 and July 2—7:00 p.m. 

If you are interested in an evening of 

fun and fellowship plan to join us on 

the first Monday of each month for 

Art and Soul. No special talent in needed, just a 

willingness to try new things and enjoy each 

other’s company. Cathy Shallenberger will lead in 

June. Plan to join us. 

 

Weekday Bible Studies 

The Monday morning Bible Study 

welcomes anyone who wishes to 

know God better and grow in 

their Christian faith. On June 18 

we will begin the study of Christianity and the 

World Religions by Adam Hamilton. This six-session 

study exams Christianity and the four major world 

religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam and Judaism. 

We will examine the tough questions:    

Why are there so many different religions? 

How should Christians view other religions? 

How is God at work in other religions? 

What is the fate of those who earnestly pursue 

God through other religions? 

New members add new vitality to our group.  

Please consider joining us at 9:30 AM. 

Spiritual  

Growth 

As mission and evangelism is the 

work of the church as a whole, the 

Outreach Committee will be 

focusing our efforts on just three 

projects this year. On Saturday June 2, we will 

sponsor a Community Impact Day which will be 

very similar to the Change the World Day we 

sponsored in the past. There will be three 

opportunities for participation that day. Our 

church community project will be working with 

United Methodist Women to compile UMCOR 

Health Kits. Local community outreach will be 

helping at Habitat for Humanity, where we will 

participate in their “Rock the Block Day,” an effort 

to clean up the Grant Street neighborhood where 

their current home project is located. And our 

outreach to the global community will be making 

simple dresses for girls in Africa. We will gather in 

Fellowship Hall at 8:30 a.m. for a continental 

breakfast and a time of brief devotions. We will 

work on projects from 9:00 a.m. until noon and 

then gather back in Fellowship Hall for a light 

lunch and a time of table sharing. Please join us for 

this day of service in our Lord’s name. 

The second Saturday in August, we will sponsor 

a Back to School Fun Day, in conjunction with the 

Buy-Way Sale. And the second Saturday in 

December we will once again sponsor a trip to 

Valley Head, West Virginia to share Christmas with 

the children there.  

The remainder of our efforts, as a committee, 

will be to support individuals or groups in the 

congregation as they reach out to others in our 

community and beyond. If you or your committee 

has an outreach project you would like help with 

please contact Pam Domer, Outreach Committee 

Chair and we will be glad to help. 

We are still collecting Box Tops       

for education. 

NO MORE! 

We are no longer collecting 

Campbell or Our Family labels. 

Miriam is collecting only see-through pill bottles for 

Valley College Grange. Please continue to remove 

the labels and wash the bottles well before bringing 

them in. She cannot accept bottles that are white or 

other colored bottles that are not see-through. 

These bottles can be put in recycling. Thank you. 

The annual Lincoln Highway Buy Way Sale is August 9-11. Once again we will join 

neighbors all across Ohio and Indiana in a huge yard-sale. In addition to yard-sale items, 

yummy lunch items, and home-made ice cream, Oak Chapel will offer a respite from the 

weather with air-conditioning and restrooms. Our success depends on YOU! You may 

donate items to the church sale, or rent a table for your personal sale. Each table is just 

$10. We also need volunteers each day and Also to set up on Wednesday evening. Please say Yes! 
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Wish your neighbor a happy day! 

This information comes from our 

membership database. Please 

contact the church office if there 

are corrections. 

The Membership Care Committee 

has a list of homebound members who  

are visited by one of the committee 

members on a regular basis. Please 

contact Christy Rickard, 330-264-3830 

with any member needs.  

Cheryl Rastetter continues to coordinate getting 

meals to those members of our church who have been 

ill or in the hospital. If this is an area where you could 

help, such as cooking or delivering, please call Cheryl 

at 330-262-9369. 

Blood pressure screenings are offered after worship 

on the third Sunday of every month. 

If you have unused birthday, anniversary, get well, 

thinking of you, or sympathy cards laying around that 

you would like to donate please give to Christy 

Rickard. Also if you would like to donate forever 

stamps, that would be greatly appreciated! These 

cards and stamps are used to send to our Church 

congregation.  

The Membership Care Committee is looking at 

options to have a CPR/AED Training, details later. 

We look forward to caring for our church family 

with a caring and compassionate attitude with God as 

our leader. 

Thank you again! 

 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

 5 Judy Hudgins 

 6 Dan Clevidence 

 8 Bill Feldman 

  Lori Hauser 

 12 Ted Zech 

 14 Brad Kitchen 

  Elsie Mykrantz 

 16 Brianna Bowles 

 19 Elaine Sprinkle 

 21 Ben Bower 

 24 Patti Pfander 

 30 Shannon Bower 

  

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

 12 Shannon and Tom Bower 

 17 Tina and Dan Clevidence 

 18 Rosie and Bob Troutman 

 28 Karen and Dick Wiley 

 29 Cyndi and Rich Boyer 

 29 Kathy and Bob Martin 

 

Crabby Kitchen Lady 

There is a counter in the dish washing 

room. It appears to be shrinking. There are 

many theories on how this is possible. The 

Crabby Kitchen Lady Association (CKLA) 

has studied this phenomenon closely and 

has concluded the shrinking counter is an 

optical illusion. This is due to the ever 

growing stack of items people have left 

behind. Some things have names attached, 

but most do not. Please go through the pile 

and take home whatever is yours. Even if 

you don't think you've left anything ~ 

please check. You might be surprised. And 

better to be surprised now than this 

summer when you see your pan in the 

church Buy Way Sale!  

     the CKL aka Miriam Zech 

Acorn Submissions: The next issue 

will be for August 2018, The deadline 

is July 15.  

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Jim Rastetter 

  Tom Silver  

 2 Arden Boyer (90) 

 7 Bob Troutman 

 9 Brianna Renker 

 11 Roger Martin 

  Marge Starkey 

 13 Pam Domer 

 14 David Anderson 

 15 Sydney Burckhart 

 18 Rich Boyer 

  Patti Richey 

  John Warner 

 23 Oliver Kitchen 

 27 Betty Princehorn 

 28 Callan Gould 

 30 Steve Gossage 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

 1 Alice and Ewing Giffin 

 2 Natalie and Pete Bunt 

 19 Carol and Dick Gasser 

 22 Jane and Jon Heavilin 
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United Methodist Women 

annually treat our 

community to a yummy 

lunch and great program for 

those who are 60 and over. 

If you know someone to be 

invited, please call the church office or add the 

name to the attendance sheet on Sunday. Our 

program will be “Swingin’ with the Saints.” A fast 

paced musical adventure through church history. 

Presented by Raylene Hiavaty from Jeromesville—

our presenter from last year. 

June 19, 2018 

Golden Agers 

Luncheon 

4-H is alive and well at Oak Chapel! 

The Jefferson Pioneers continue to 

meet at the church on the 2nd and 4th 

Thursdays of February to September. 

This year we have 28 members. We 

have a wide variety of projects being taken, with 

the most popular ones being Ducks and Market 

Lambs. We even have a member making a 3-D 

printer! By the time you read this we will have 

planted the flowers in the beds by the glass doors, 

had a bake sale at the great Lakes Fiber Show, and 

plan to go to a Whiz Bang! Science Show at Secrest 

Arboretum. Many of the kids will be going to 4-H 

Camp at Camp Ohio this summer. We thank you 

for letting us meet at the church.  

Mission u ~ July 20-22, 2018—Early registration deadline is June 1. 

This is an annual opportunity to study current issues impacting society based on recent mission study topics. 

Mission u is open to members and non-members of United Methodist Women. Men are invited this year too! 

It is held at Mt Union University, Alliance Ohio: Classes offered this year are:  

Spiritual Growth: Embracing Wholeness: designed to  explores the ways God has called us to live in 

covenantal relationship with all of creation and challenges us to work toward stronger and healthier 

relationships with creation, our communities, ourselves, and God. 

Geographical Study: The Missionary Conferences of the UMC: Redbird, Oklahoma Indian, Alaskan: The aim 

of the study is to give an overview of the three missionary conferences in The United Methodist Church, the 

contexts out of which they grew and their current engagements: The Alaska United Methodist Conference, 

Red Bird Missionary Conference, and the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference are a hybrid of home 

and international missionary work.  

Social Issue: What About Our Money? A Faith Response, explores how we relate to money within the 

context of our faith. Through this connection between our faith and our money, we will discover how to 

live closer to God and God’s people, even in our North American culture that is so deeply defined by 

money. 

Children: Money Matters Youth: Is It Just Money? 

 

A one-day sampler is Friday, July 20, for the adult & children studies from 9:00 a.m. through 4:00 p.m. The 

Adult Sampler includes short presentations of all three studies, a continental breakfast, lunch, and its own focus 

groups. The Children’s Sampler also gives an abbreviated presentation which includes the study, crafts, and 

music. The children also usually preform some of the music they learn. 

The three-day experience starts Friday evening and goes until noon on Sunday. Friday’s dinner, Saturday’s 

breakfast, lunch, and dinner plus Sunday’s breakfast are included with lodging. Friday evening has a plenary 

and the first Bible/Spiritual Growth study. On Saturday, there are two sessions with one of the area studies. 

One study is on a particular geographical area; the other is on a social issue. Each of these studies is offered for 

two years with the studies changing on different years to enable participants to take one the first year and the 

other the next year. Saturday night brings a special dinner followed by a special program to go along with the 

year’s theme. Sunday brings the second Spiritual Growth session along with a closing worship service and 

Communion service. 

You can register online at www.missionu2018.eventbrite.com 

United Methodist Women has several small group opportunities for service and fellowship. All girls and 

women of the church are welcome. Art & Soul on the first Monday, Morning Circle on the first Wednesday, 

Prayer Shawl on the fourth Monday, and Bookworms on the fourth Thursday and of each month. 
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Faith, Hope, Love in Action 

Once again, United Methodist 

Women will support Oak Chapel’s 

Community Impact Day (formerly 

Change the World Day) on Saturday, 

June 2 by compiling UMCOR Health Kits. A list 

of item needed can be found in the narthex or 

in your church bulletin. Watch for sales on 

these items this spring. Monetary donations are 

also needed to be sent with the kits for the 

purchase of toothpaste. Donations may be 

dropped off in the narthex before June 2. 

Golden Agers Luncheon will be at 11:00 am 

on Tuesday, June 19. See separate article. 

Our next trip to Eastbrook Mission Barn will 

be on Wednesday, June 20.  Watch your email 

for information about times for this day—long 

mission trip to help at an UMCOR distribution 

center. All are invited as there will be work 

both with verifying kits and ramp construction. 

Indicate your interest on the attendance sheet 

or call the church office. 

See the separate article on Mission u July 20

-22 at Mt. Union University. 

Pam Domer, Co-President 

Men’s Breakfast is June 9 at Green 

Leaf Restaurant at 7:30 a.m. All 

men and boys are welcome on the 

second Saturday of each month. 

Come July 14 too! 

People to People 

On the first Sunday of the month, 

please remember to bring in non-

perishable items to support those in 

need in our area through the People to People 

Ministries. Our collection each month, which 

coordinates with the celebration of our Lord’s 

supper is an opportunity for you to share in the 

blessings God has given you with those in need. 

Thank you Connie Reed for delivering these gifts 

to People to People. 

Friends Together is a group of 

people from the church who 

have signed up to get together 

and have a time of fellowship. 

If anyone would like to join a 

Friends Together Group or have any questions 

please call Christy at 330-264-3830 and we 

will get you into a group. All are welcome! 

This is a time set aside to get to know each 

other better, have discussions, and experience 

spiritual growth with others in the Church. 

2019 Budget Input Due 

Committee Chairpersons: Please 

submit your 2019 Budget requests 

to Stuart Mykrantz, Finance 

Committee Chairman, no later 

than Tuesday, July 31. Then, plan to attend the 

Finance Committee Meeting on Monday, August 13, 

6:30 p.m. to discuss your input. Input can be 

emailed to Stuart at SLMykrantz@aol.com or put in 

his mailbox in the church office. 

Thanks! Stuart 

Saturday, June 16, the United Methodist Men of 

Oak Chapel will host our annual All Sons’ Banquet 

and Program. Dinner will be served at 5:00 and the 

program will begin in the Sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. 

The program this year will be conducted by the 

Emblem Club and will be about American Flags—

their history and etiquette.  

Please invite all sons, fathers, and friends for the 

banquet. A thank offering will be taken to help 

defray the cost. Anyone who is interested may 

attend the program. 

Please plan to attend this fellowship event which 

should be interesting to all members and friends of 

Oak Chapel.  

Please contact the church office to register or 

indicate on your attendance sheet before June 12. 

Pre-K to 2
nd

 Grade  

Sunday School Volunteers 

  June  July 

 3 Evelyn Silver  1 Miriam Zech 

 10 Miriam Zech  8 Cathy Shallenberger 

 17 Cathy Shallenberger   15 Evelyn Silver 

 24 Evelyn Silver  22 Miriam Zech 

    29 Cathy Shallenberger 

   

Thanks to all who give of their time to support this 

ministry of the church. This class serves our children 

Pre-K through Grade 2, and meets during worship. If 

you would be willing to help, contact April Aten. 

mailto:SLMykrantz@aol.com
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. Kyle Gould ............................................................................ Pastor 

Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary 

Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian 

Church Phone  ................................................................... 330-264-2537 

E-mail addresses: 

pastorkgould@gmail.com              oakchapelumc@yahoo.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305  

1-866-442-4403 (free) or email CanalDistrictUMC@neo.rr.com 

Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent 

Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant 

ACORN Newsletter 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

4203 West Old Lincoln Way 

Wooster, OH 44691-3239 

 http://www.oakchapelumc.com 
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