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Pastor’s Message 

Oak Chapel Family, 

 The Church Year is absolutely flying by. It 

seems like just yesterday that we were waiting 

for the Christ Child and Christ’s Second Coming 

in Advent, celebrating Christmas together, and 

observing Epiphany and the Baptism of the 

Lord. And yet, Lent is upon us once more. 

 Lent has, historically speaking, been a time 

of preparation for people who desire to enter 

the Church — they would be baptized on Easter 

Sunday following an all-night vigil that began at 

sundown on Holy Saturday. Over time, it 

became more penitential as the Church began 

baptizing infants at essentially any point during 

the Church Year. It’s a time for us to look at our 

lives and how we might better live in 

relationship with God and with one another. 

 We might also use this time to come to 

deeper understandings of our faith, of our 

United Methodist tradition, and how each of 

these affects how we live our faith. 

 Lent has also been a season of fasting. We 

Protestants have gotten away from this idea in a 

lot of ways, but it can be a transformative 

spiritual practice. John Wesley actually fasted 

on Wednesdays and Fridays throughout the 

year, though as time went on, Wesley settled 

on fasting every Friday (the Anglican practice at 

the time). If you’re looking for a way to re-

center yourself this Lenten season, you might 

consider fasting after Wesley’s example. If you 

choose to fast during Lent, I encourage you to 

take the money you saved from those meals 

and pay for someone else’s meals who could 

use the extra help. When fasting, the idea is to 

use the time we would have spent eating, in 

prayer, reading the Bible, or in other devotional 

time. Definitely check with your doctor before 

beginning a fast. For those of us who are unable 

to fast from food for health considerations, or 

who aren’t quite ready to fast from food, we 

can fast from other things as well: TV, 

technology, certain foods (I’m looking at you all 

with a sweet tooth) — anything that might keep 

us from total devotion to God. More spiritual 

guidelines can be found here: http://

www.methodistprayer.org/wesleyfast. 

 Lent can be an incredible time for spiritual 

transformation and renewal. I hope that you’ll 

be able to attend our Lenten Bible Study, our 

Monday morning Bible Study, or both during 

this season. Our season of Lent will begin with 

our Ash Wednesday service on February 14. 

 We’ll be partnering with other local United 

Methodist Churches again for additional joint 

Lenten services this year as well. And, as always, 

we’ll have additional services throughout Holy 

Week. I hope you’ll be able to start your Lenten 

journey with us on Ash Wednesday and 

continue with us in meaningful ways throughout 

the season of Lent as we look ahead to the hope 

of the empty tomb. 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

 

Pastor Kyle 

Final Words from the Cross is a six-week study 

by Adam Hamilton, with a 7th follow-up session 

the week after Easter. Participants will explore 

Jesus' final words from the cross. Each chapter 

includes the biblical account followed by a story 

written from the viewpoint of a witness at the 

cross. All are welcome. Study begins February 14 

at 6:30 p.m. Please let us know if you plan to 

attend, so books can be ordered. 

Ash Wednesday Worship  

February 14 at 7:30 p.m. 
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Welcome Center Staffing  
February ~ Phyllis Weaver 

 

Our Welcome Team is a group of eight dedicated 

individuals who staff the Welcome Center each 

Sunday morning before worship. As we begin 

scheduling volunteers for this year, we would 

welcome some new faces. The only requirement for 

this job is a friendly face and the willingness to 

serve four Sundays of the year. Volunteers show up 

for worship twenty minutes early and welcome 

visitors. Gift bags are provided for first time visitors. 

If we can expand our team to twelve members 

each volunteer would only be responsible for one 

month out of the year. Won’t you help us with this 

important ministry of the church? Contact Pam in 

the office or at 330-601-3926. 

February 5—7:00 p.m. 

If you are interested in an 

evening of fun and 

fellowship plan to join us on 

the first Monday of each 

month for Art and Soul. No 

special talent in needed, just a willingness to try 

new things and enjoy each other’s company. 

For the month of February we will be sharing 

God’s love as we make Valentine cards and 

bake cookies to be given to individuals who 

might be forgotten on Valentine’s Day. Hope 

you can join us at 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  

 

Weekday Bible Studies 

The Monday morning Bible 

Study welcomes anyone who 

wishes to know God better 

and grow in their Christian 

faith. We have begun a study titled A Brief 

Survey of the Bible. This 14-week study provides 

an overview of the Bible’s key themes, shows 

what the Bible’s teachings meant to the people at 

that time, and explains how those teachings are 

applicable to our lives today. New members add 

new vitality to our group. Please consider joining 

us at 9:30 a.m. 

Spiritual  

Growth 

The Outreach Committee held 

their first meeting and determined 

the calendar for this year. We will 

continue to meet on the second 

Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. every other month. As 

mission and evangelism is the work of the church 

as a whole, we will be focusing our efforts on just 

three projects this year. On the first Saturday in 

June we will sponsor a Community Impact Day 

which will be very similar to the Change the 

World Day we sponsored in the past. The second 

Saturday in August we will sponsor a Back to 

School Fun Day, and the second Saturday in 

December we will once again sponsor a trip to 

Valley Head, West Virginia to share Christmas 

with the children there.  

 The remainder of our efforts, as a committee, 

will be to support individuals or groups in the 

congregation as they reach out to others in our 

community and beyond. If you or your committee 

have an outreach project you would like help 

with, please contact Pam Domer, Outreach 

Committee Chair and we will be glad to help. 

We are still collecting  

Our Family labels and 

Box Tops for education. 

February is Black History Month — a time to 

reflect on the history of black Americans and to 

honor the individuals and groups who have 

worked tirelessly toward racial justice. 

As outlined in the Racial Justice Charter, United 

Methodist Women works to eliminate all forms of 

institutional racism; to study, understand and 

appreciate the historical and cultural contributions 

of each race to the church and community; to 

support and participate in the worldwide struggle 

for liberation in the church and community, and 

much more. 

In fact, the very first Assembly was originally 

planned to be in St. Louis MO. When the planners 

learned that black and white members could not 

stay and meet together at the same hotel, they 

switched to Columbus OH where all would be 

welcomed equally. This spring we will meet again 

in Columbus to celebrate 150 years of mission. 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 3 Jeff Burckhart 

  Jay Hauser 

 4 Ewing Giffin 

 5 Terra Aten 

 6 Pete Bunt 

 14 Paul Kauffman 

 16 Cathy Shallenberger 

 23 Dick O’Hearn 

 24 Evelyn Silver 

 27 Kate Jolliff 

 27 Dick Silver (90) 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 8 Evelyn and Tom Silver 

This information comes from our membership 

database. Please contact the church office if 

there are additions, corrections or omissions. 

Wish your neighbor a happy day! 

People to People 

Please remember to bring in non-perishable 

items to support those in need in our area 

through the People to People Ministries. 

Our collection each month, which 

coordinates with the celebration of our 

Lord’s supper is an opportunity for you to 

share in the blessings God has given you 

with those in need. Thank you Connie 

Reed for delivering these gifts to People   

to People. 

We are grateful for the gift of an 

AED. (Automatic External 

Defibrillator) It is located outside 

the Sanctuary between the 

restroom and the double doors to the 

Education Wing.  

 

We are collecting these 

small packets of silica gel. 

They are often found in 

new shoes or purses and 

like items. Bring them to 

the office or when you 

come into the church. We will take them to 

Eastbrook Mission Barn on our next mission 

trip. Thanks in advance. 

Friends Together is a group of people 

from the church who have signed up 

to get together and have a time of 

fellowship. This can be in your home, 

a restaurant, or wherever you decide. 

Each family or individual will take a turn to host. This 

is a time set aside to get to know each other better, 

have discussions, and experience spiritual growth with 

others in the church. 

Also, when your group plans a get together, please 

let Pastor Kyle and Courtney know so that they have 

the opportunity to attend these group gatherings and 

get to know everyone. If anyone would like to join a 

Friends Together Group or have any questions please 

contact Christy at 330-264-3830 and we will get you 

into a group. All are welcome! We will be starting new 

groups in February, so let Christy know if you would 

like to join a group. 

Community  

 Lenten Series 

Oak Chapel has a 

history of sharing the 

Lenten season with our 

local community. On 

Sunday nights in Lent we 

will gather with New 

Pittsburg, Moreland, Church of the Cross and Wooster 

UMCs for an evening of worship and fellowship. 

The first gathering will be at Oak Chapel on March 

4 at 7:00 p.m. Rev. Charles Tobias from Wooster UMC 

will preach. Refreshments and time of fellowship will 

follow in Fellowship Hall. The following Sundays will 

be at neighboring churches with pastors sharing the 

pulpit. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

AND, mark your calendars for our Good Friday 

cantata by our combined choirs on March 30. 

The full schedule will be in the March Acorn. 

Pre-K to 2
nd

 Grade  

Sunday School Volunteer  

February  

 4 Cathy Shallenberger  

 11 Evelyn Silver 

 18 Miriam Zech 

 25 Phyllis Weaver 

  

  

Thanks to all who give of their time to support this 

ministry of the church. This class serves our children Pre

-K through Grade 2, and meets during worship. If you 

would be willing to help please contact April Aten. 
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Membership  

                           

The Goulds 

 The Gould family consists of Pastor Kyle, his wife 

Courtney, their son Callan (who was six months old in 

January), and their black lab Jethro who is almost six.  

 Pastor Kyle's parents live in New Philadelphia, Ohio and 

his siblings & their families live all across Ohio. 

 Courtney's parents live in Boardman, Ohio and her sister 

recently moved to Wooster. 

 Pastor Kyle was appointed to Oak Chapel UMC in July 

of 2017. 

 While they are still getting to know Oak Chapel UMC 

and the congregation, they like the beautiful stained glass 

windows in the sanctuary/narthex and the enthusiasm for 

ministry here at Oak Chapel. 

 A favorite memory is Callan's baptism in October but 

they look forward to many experiences yet to come! 

 Pastor Kyle likes to hike, bicycle, play the piano and 

guitar, read, spend time with Courtney, Callan, and 

Jethro. 

 Courtney likes to read, craft, sing, spend time with Kyle, 

Callan, and Jethro. 

 Pastor Kyle's favorite foods are spaghetti, burgers, and 

Mexican. 

 Courtney's favorite foods are fish & chips, spaghetti, and 

soup. 

 Jethro likes apples, peanut butter, and strawberries. 

 Pastor Kyle would like to have dinner with Arvo Part, 

Wendell Berry, and Batman. 

 Courtney would like to have dinner with Grandpa Gene, 

The Obama's, and J.K. Rowling. 

 Pastor Kyle grew up in New Philadelphia, but has lived in 

Lowell, MA, Delaware, Ashland, Cincinnati,  Westerville, 

and now Wooster. 

 Courtney grew up in Boardman, but has lived in 

Ashland, (for college), Delaware, Westerville, and now 

Wooster. 

 Pastor Kyle has traveled to Greece, Israel, Palestine, 

Colorado, Wyoming, Florida, South Carolina, North 

Carolina, Delaware, New York, and Pennsylvania. 

 Courtney had traveled to North Carolina, South 

Carolina, Virginia, Florida, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, 

New York, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Washington D.C., 

Tennessee, Nevada, California, West Virginia, and 

Kentucky. 

 Pastor Kyle and Courtney have traveled together to 

Canada and Italy for choir trips. 

 The Gould's would like everyone to know that they are 

happy to be here and cannot wait to get to know 

everyone! 

Humility is not thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself less.—C.S. Lewis 

The Membership Care 

Committee has a list of 

homebound members who 

are visited by one of the 

committee members on a 

regular basis. Please contact Christy Rickard, 

330-264-3830 with any member needs.  

Cheryl Rastetter continues to coordinate 

getting meals to those members of our church 

who have been ill or in the hospital. If this is 

an area where you could help, such as 

cooking or delivering, please call Cheryl at 

330-262-9369. 

Blood pressure screenings are still being 

offered after worship on the third Sunday of 

every month. 

If you have unused birthday, anniversary, 

get well, thinking of you, or sympathy cards 

laying around that you would like to donate 

please give to Christy Rickard. Also if you 

would like to donate forever stamps, that 

would also be greatly appreciated! These 

cards and stamps are used to send to our 

Church congregation.  

We look forward to caring for our church 

family with a caring and compassionate 

attitude with God as our leader. 

Thank you again! 

Words from St. Francis on Lent 

Fast from Hurting Words and say Kind 

Words. 

Fast from Sadness and be filled with 

Gratitude. 

Fast from anger and be filled with 

Patience. 

Fast from pessimism and be filled with 

Hope. 

Fast from Worries and Trust in God. 

Fast from Complaints and contemplate 

Simplicity. 

Fast from Pressures and be Prayerful. 

Fast from Bitterness and fill your heart 

with Joy. 

Fast from Selfishness and be 

Compassionate to others. 

Fast from Grudges and be Reconciled. 

Fast from Words and be Silent so you 

can listen. 
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Men’s Breakfast is February 10 

at Green Leaf Restaurant at 

7:30 a.m. All men and boys  

are welcome on the second 

Saturday of each month.  

Saturday, February 24 

 4:00-6:00 p.m. 

Chili alert!  Ten days after 

Valentine’s Day, we’ll open 

the church for an evening of 

food, fun and fellowship. It’s 

the ninth annual Chili Cook-

Off sponsored by the United 

Methodist Men of Oak Chapel. 

Enjoy great chili with over a dozen 

varieties of flavors! Everyone samples the 

offerings and votes for their favorite flavors!  

Cash prizes awarded at 6 p.m.  

1st = $50; 2nd = $30; 3rd = $20.   

If you’re just hungry, last year’s winner is 

the featured offering. Corn bread and other 

delights are served. Free-will offering at door.   

 Rules for chili entrants: Bring a gallon crock 

pot of chili, a 3x5 card listing all ingredients, 

and register by phone before noon February 

19 at 330-264-2537. There is no entrance fee.     

 Note to our Church Family: If you 

regularly come to the Chili Cook-off, you 

might have noticed that the prize money has 

been doubled. The UM Men’s group is making 

a concerted effort to appeal to the general 

public. Please, invite your friends and 

neighbors to this low-key “church” event. It’s a 

great opportunity for everyone to bring a 

“visitor,” showing them the wonderful people 

of this church. Come for Chili, bring a friend. 

Health and Wellness Corner —  Gun Safety 

 Even if you do not own a gun, it is very 

important to talk to your children about guns. 

 Your friends or neighbors or family may have 

a gun and if your child comes in contact with a 

gun, you want them to know what not to do 

and what they should do. 

 The following steps are what experts 

recommend to keep your children safe: 

 Stop. Do not approach the gun. 

 Do not touch the gun. 

 Remove yourself from the area. 

 Tell an adult. 

 Review the above steps several times over and 

over and perhaps have a poster somewhere in 

your home  that school-age children can read. 

 The above steps are the best way to avoid an 

accident with a gun and could save someone’s 

life! 

 If you do have a gun in your home it should 

be in a locked box and put up away from 

children’s reach! 

 Ammunition should be removed from the gun. 

 Store the ammunition away from the gun. 

 Lock up the cleaning supplies for the gun also 

as it can be poisonous. 

  

 BE SAFE! 

The Bookworms! ~ A small group for those 

who enjoy reading and then discussing with 

others who read the same book. The group 

meets the fourth Thursday of each month. 

We will take a winter break and meet again 

on April 26 at 7:00 p.m. discussing the book 

“Hiding in the Light.” 
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Faith, Hope, Love in Action 

This is the beginning of a new 

year for Oak Chapel United 

Methodist Women with several 

new officers. The executive 

committee will continue to meet every other 

month. We will meet on the fourth Tuesday 

at 7:30 p.m. in the SingMar room. Minutes 

of these meetings will be sent to all UMW 

members and any member is welcome to sit 

in on these meetings.  

We will be changing the structure of our 

unit meetings to a program format. This 

change in format and time for unit meetings 

was made in the hopes that we can 

accommodate the very busy schedules of our 

younger members. The meetings are 

designed to be informative, productive and 

fun! Unit meetings will be quarterly on 

Saturday mornings and will focus on the Four 

Areas of Ministry designated by the United 

Methodist Church. These consist of Engaging 

in Ministry with the Poor, Improving Global 

Health, Developing Principled Leaders and 

Creating New and Renewed Congregations. 

Our first Unit meeting will be February 17 at 

10:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. The program 

will focus on Improving Global Health and 

will give us an opportunity to focus on 

improving our own health as we learn about 

the benefits of healthy practices, such as yoga 

or tai chi, through active participation. We 

will also be collecting a free-will offering to 

benefit the Imagine No Malaria initiative of 

the United Methodist Church. We hope you 

can join us and bring a friend. 

Pam Domer, Co-President 

Apportionments: How did we do in 2017? 

The due date for 2017 apportionments was 

1/5/2018. In years past, the conference ran the 

yearend report after the due date. This year, they 

ran the report on 12/31/2017. Consequently, the 

report does not reflect our last payment. 

As previously reported, we had substantial 

yearend donations; therefore, we paid the balance 

($1,066.53) of Fund 0002 (Connectional Support 

Services) before the end of the year, making it 

100% paid. 

Apportionments are categorized similar to tithes 

(base amount) and offerings (that which is given 

above and beyond the base amount). The 

conference calculated our 2017 base amount as 

$13,902 and our additional giving amount as 

$1,827. We were able to pay $12,437.34 (89.46%) 

and $2,698 (147.67%), respectively. We didn't 

achieve 100% of the base amount because of our 

income deficit and subsequent prioritized 

expenditures during the last quarter of 2017. Note: 

$600 of the additional giving amount was donated 

by UMW. 

Even with our budget challenges, Oak Chapel 

generously supported the hurricane relief effort to 

the tune of $860 (1327 UMCOR Disaster). So, how 

did we do in 2017? I think we did very well! 

The 2018 apportionments are $14,723 (base 

amount) and $1,935 (additional giving amount).  

If you have any questions or want additional 

information, please contact our Church Treasurer 

(Bill Braucher) or Finance Committee Chairman 

(Stuart Mykrantz). 

Camp by the Numbers 

The average American youth 

spends 270 minutes watching TV a 

day, 4 minutes playing outside a 

day, and 5 hours a day on 

electronics. 

A week at camp provides 10,080 minutes away 

to consider, to dream, to believe that they are 

loved and created for a purpose. 

Contact the church office, call the East Ohio 

Conference Camping Office at 330-499-3972     

extension 108, or visit us on the web at 

www.EOCSummercamps.org to learn more about 

the power of camp. 

 

United Methodist Women has 

several small group 

opportunities for service and 

fellowship. All girls and women 

of the church are welcome. Art 

& Soul on the first Monday, Bookworms on 

the fourth Thursday, Morning Circle on the 

first Monday, and Prayer Shawl on the 

fourth Monday of each month. 

http://www.EOCSummercamps.org
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. Kyle Gould ............................................................................ Pastor 

Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary 

Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Lisa Yoss .................................................................................. Custodian 

Church Phone  ...................................................................330-264-2537 

E-mail addresses: 

oakchapelumc@yahoo.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305  

1-866-442-4403 (free) or email CanalDistrictUMC@neo.rr.com 

Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent 

Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant 

ACORN Newsletter 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

4203 West Old Lincoln Way 

Wooster, OH 44691-3239 

 http://www.oakchapelumc.com 
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