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Pastor’s Message 

Oak Chapel Family, 

 I write to you as I enter into the last little bit 

of my paternity leave. It has gone so quickly 

(perhaps the lack of real sleep?) but I am deeply 

grateful for the ability to have taken this leave, 

especially so early on in my time with you. I 

want to especially thank Rev. Jim Pfander and 

Rev. David Wilcox for their willingness to help 

me and for what I can only imagine were 

thought-provoking and engaging times of 

worship. I know (since many of you ask) that 

you’re interested in how Courtney and Callan 

are both doing. They are both getting settled in 

to what life is going to be like from here on 

out. Also, just so everyone is aware, Courtney 

and Callan likely will not be in worship with us 

for a few weeks even after I’m back. I know 

you’re all looking forward to meeting the little 

guy, and Courtney is looking forward to being 

back in worship with all of us, but just a little 

more patience will be necessary. 

 

 As I scrolled through my news feed on 

Facebook the past couple of weeks, I’ve been 

reminded that it’s most certainly back-to-school 

time. This will be the first Fall in 21 or 22 years 

that I will not be back in the classroom. I don’t 

know how you all handle it who have been out 

of the classroom for a handful of years more 

than me. Since I miss the classroom already 

(well, more because I like Bible Study and 

getting to know my church family), I just 

wanted to give a bit of advanced notice that we 

will be starting a new evening Bible Study open 

to anyone and everyone this Fall. I don’t have 

details worked out just yet, but I’d like to make 

it possible for everyone that wants to attend to 

be able to make it, so stay tuned for more 

details on that. 

 

 Last month I talked about storytelling, 

particularly the need for us to embrace our own 

stories so that we can tell them in a compelling 

and authentic way. I’m curious as to whether 

anyone has embraced (maybe reembraced?) the 

telling of childhood stories, or the stories of this 

church? If you have, let me know! I’d really love 

to hear those stories!  

Lately, I’ve been reading about individuals 

from the early centuries of Christianity known as 

the Desert Fathers. These were men (there were 

Desert Mothers as well) who pursued God away 

from civilization and society. They were the 

precursors to monks, and their lives and sayings 

are incredibly ripe for study. Some later were 

even elected to the Papacy in Rome. They were 

Saints and incredible spiritual leaders.  

Most of us have spiritual leaders and saints 

who have shaped and formed us spiritually over 

the course of our lives. They may have been 

pastors, family members, neighbors, friends, 

fellow parishioners. I know mine have been 

pastors and professors I’ve learned from, as well 

as a significant lay person. Eric was my 

confirmation mentor, and he took that role very 

seriously. Not only did he help guide me 

spiritually, but he was invested in my life. We 

went to a couple OSU vs UM football games 

together, and his house was the site of a good 

many youth group gatherings. Who are the 

saints and spiritual guides in your life? What 

memories (and stories) do you cherish from 

them? 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Pastor Kyle Gould 
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The Membership Care 

Committee is grateful that the 

AED has been installed. Look 

for a separate article on page 5. 

The Membership Care 

Committee has a list of 

homebound members who are visited by one of 

the committee members on a regular basis.   

Please contact Christy Rickard, 330-264-3830, 

with any member needs.  

Cheryl Rastetter continues to coordinate 

getting meals to those members of our church 

who have been ill or in the hospital. If this is an 

area where you could help, such as cooking or 

delivering, please call Cheryl, 330-262-9369. 

We look forward to caring for our church 

family with a caring and compassionate attitude 

with God as our leader. 

If you have unused birthday, anniversary, get 

well, thinking of you, or sympathy cards laying 

around that you would like to donate, please 

give to Christy Rickard. Also if you would like to 

donate forever stamps that would also be greatly 

appreciated! These cards and stamps are sent to 

our Church Family. Thank you again! 

 Blood pressure screenings are still being 

offered after worship on the third Sunday of 

every month. 

 Welcome Center Staffing  
September ~  Evelyn Silver 

Welcome Team 

A group of eight dedicated individuals serve on the 

Welcome Team and staff the Welcome Center each 

Sunday morning before worship. As we look to 

scheduling volunteers for next year we would 

welcome some new faces. The only requirement for 

this job is a friendly face and the willingness to 

serve four Sundays of the year. Volunteers show up 

for worship twenty minutes early and welcome 

visitors. Gift bags are provided for first time visitors. 

If we can expand our team to twelve members 

each volunteer would only be responsible for one 

month out of the year. Won’t you help us with this 

important ministry of the church? Contact Pam in 

the office or at 330-601-3926 if you can help. 

September 11—7:00 p.m. 

Phyllis Weaver will lead. 

Note the change of date 

because of Labor Day. 

Thanks to Carol Gasser for 

leading us in creating 

beautiful table decorations 

at our August gathering. A donation container 

will be available each month if you would like 

to contribute to the cost of supplies. We meet in 

Fellowship Hall at 7:00 p.m. on the first 

Monday of each month, for a time of 

devotions, fellowship and using the creative gifts 

God has blessed each of us with.  

Everyone is welcome! 

 

Health and Wellness Corner  

What is Autism? 

 Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) affects brain 

development. It usually affects children in the 

following areas: Social Communication, Social 

Interaction, or Restricted, Repetitive Patterns of 

Behavior, Interests, or activities. 

*ASD can be seen in intellectual disabilities, delay 

or absence of language development, trouble with 

motor coordination, and attention deficit. 

*It occurs with very early brain development but 

behaviors are usually noticed between ages 2-3. 

*Behaviors that may be noticed are: inflexible 

interests, insistence on sameness in environment or 

routine, repetitive motor and sensory behaviors, 

and increased or decreased reactions to sensory 

stimuli. 

*Behaviors range from mild to severe and cause 

functional impairments. 

*Affects one in 68 children. One in 42 boys and 

one in 189 girls. 

*Risk factors have been identified for ASD 

development in children of advanced paternal age 

and low birth weight or prematurity. 

*ASD is a life-long condition with no cure. But 

with therapy, behaviors can be reduced and 

function can be increased. 

*Treatment is individualized as every child is 

different and responds differently to treatment. 

*The sooner the child is diagnosed and 

treatment is started, the better chance therapy will 

decrease behaviors and increase function. 

*Parents of children with ASD should be flexible 

and open to adjustment of treatment as needed 

for the child. 

“The Christian church has all the language of a 

party, but hasn’t been able to pull it off.” - Cal 

Samra, author, in Laugh Your Way to Grace by 

Rev. Susan Sparks. 
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Men’s Breakfast is September  

10 at Green Leaf Restaurant at 

7:30 a.m. All men and boys are 

welcome on the second Saturday 

of each month. 

Acorn Submissions: The next issue 

will be for October 2017. The deadline 

is September 15.  

Trustee Update 

Work is continuing on the 

drainage/downspouts on the 

Education Wing. A new sump 

pump was placed on the west side 

of the church to help remove 

excessive ground water from entering the dry 

well. A new water line was installed from the 

janitor closet to the furnace room. The old line 

was buried under the fellowship hall floor and 

was leaking into the septic tank. Many thanks to 

Roger Burckhart and Blair Shallenberger for the 

many hours of hard work they donated to our 

church. Kim Domer - Trustees chairman 

Faith, Hope, Love in Action 

Here we are in September, three 

fourths of the way through the year.  

The Oak Chapel United Methodist  

Women have accomplished much but 

there is still more to do. 

We are so pleased that we had five women 

go to Mission u. It is such a rewarding time that 

I hope we can have more attend next year. 

September 23 is the Canal District UMW Fall 

Gathering in Kent. Elizabeth and I will be going 

so we would be happy to have others join us.  

Our mission speaker is Teri Heckman, CEO, 

Summit County/Medina Battered Women's 

Shelter, "Hope & Healing" Resource Center. 

Getting together with other women from the 

District is fun and fulfilling. Let's carpool! 

Don't forget the Bookworms reading club on 

the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:00. 

"You don't stop laughing because you grow 

old. You grow old because you stop laughing." 

- Michael Pritchard. 

Blessings, Georgia Taylor, President 

Weekday Bible Studies 

The Monday morning Bible Study 

group will begin a new Wisdom 

Literature Study by James 

“Mickey” Efird in October. From 

the beginning of time people 

have searched for meaning in life, especially in 

times of turmoil and trouble. The Wisdom literature 

in the Old Testament has helped bring truth and 

understanding to people searching for answers for 

thousands of years. In this study, Dr. Mickey Efird 

will grab our attention by explaining how the 

Hebrews understood these scriptures, while also 

helping us to apply this great wisdom to our 

modern life. We will begin with a four-week    

study of Ecclesiastes. This group meets at 9:30 – 

11:00 each Monday morning and welcomes       

new members. Stay tuned for the October start 

date. 

Spiritual  

Growth 

School Kits 

Once again we are making school kits as part of 

the ministry of UMCOR. Would you be willing to 

sew several tote bags? Directions for making the 

bags are available in the church office. 

You have been very generous in donating 

supplies to fill these bags. The item we need now is 

spiral bound, one subject notebooks (70 sheets). 

We will soon have enough supplies to fill 40 

bags. Thank You very much! We plan to deliver 

these bags before September 30. 

We are collecting these small packets of silica gel. They are 

often found in new shoes or purses and like items. Bring them 

any Sunday or when you come into the church. We will take 

them to Eastbrook Mission Barn on our next mission trip.  

Thanks in advance. 

Gene Taylor has his mother's quilt frame.  

Anyone who could use it should contact him 

at 330.262.4395 or taylorat@aol.com  
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Walker Jarvis 

 4 Eleanor Franks 

 14 Dan Clevidence 

 17 Sabrina Bowles 

 23 Shelby Burckhart 

 24 Stuart Mykrantz 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 7 Marge and Al Starkey 

 9 Georgia and Gene Taylor 

This information comes from our 

membership database. 

Please let us know if there are 

additions, corrections or omissions. 

Pre-K to 2
nd

 Grade  

Sunday School Volunteer  

September Schedule 

 3 Miriam Zech 

 10 Phyllis Weaver 

 17 Cathy Shallenberger  

 24 Evelyn Silver 

  

Thanks to all who give of their 

time to support this ministry of 

the church. This class serves our 

children Pre-K through Grade 2, 

and meets during worship. If you 

would be willing to help one 

Sunday every other month please 

contact April Aten. 

Wish your neighbor 

a happy day! 

The Bookworms! A new small 

group has been formed for those 

who enjoy reading and then 

discussing with others who read 

the same book. The group meets the fourth 

Thursday of each month. Join us on 

September 22 at 7:00 p.m. as we discuss “All 

Creation Sings.” All Creation Sings wants us to 

go further than the "green" movement and 

being simply conscious of the wonder of our 

creation and the necessity of caring for it 

passionately. The book calls us to not only see 

and be grateful for these wonders but to be 

responsible for them, to go beyond its 

exquisite beauty to learn some of the lessons  

it would teach us, lessons about both life    

and God. 

 

Laugh your way to Grace  by Rev. Susan Sparks 

This was the Bookworms book for August. A 

wonderful book that all of the congregation should 

read: men, women, children, ministers. 

I have a copy that I will share. I got it on 

abebooks.com for less than $4 used. It is also available 

at the Public Library. 

"Humor and theology---together? Absolutely! And 

Laugh your way to Grace is the blueprint for the 

relationship. This pioneering book taps ancient 

wisdom about laughter which we innately have, but 

often forget. Susan Sparks reconnects us with this 

power by reminding us, page by page, that we can 

chuckle and grin our way toward life abundant." - 

Rev. Dr. Serene Jones, president, Union Theological 

Seminary 

"I laughed. I got chills. Each page is a gem. But 

most importantly Laugh your way to Grace reminded 

me that every moment of laughter, even in some of 

the most painful times of life, is an act of the holy, an 

act of God. Knowing this truth, our lives may become 

a little sweeter, a little lighter, and a lot more fun. - 

Rabbi Sherre Hirsch, author, We Plan, God Laughs. 

Spend some quality time, laugh a lot—read this 

good book. Georgia 

Start children off on the way 

they should go, and even 

when they are old they will 

not turn from it.  

Proverbs 22:6—NIV 

Sunday, September 17, we will collect a special 

offering for the Weekday Religious Education 

Program in the Northwestern/North Central 

School Districts. Weekday Religious Education 

is a Christian-based, non-profit, non-

denominational program wherein the public 

schools, with the parents’ permission, release 

for a specified time, boys and girls to go to off

-campus facilities for religious instruction. 

Please help support this program which 

reaches so many children who might not 

otherwise know the love of Jesus Christ.  

I would like to thank everyone who came on July 

23 and helped me celebrate my birthday. Your 

cards, gifts and especially your presence were 

greatly appreciated. Betty Raff 
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People to People 

Please remember to bring in non-perishable 

items to support those in need in our area 

through the People to People Ministries. Our 

collection each month, which coordinates with 

the celebration of our Lord’s supper is an 

opportunity for you to share in the blessings 

God has given you with those in need. 

Emergencies happen and lives can be changed; 

the loss of a job, a tragic accident, or an illness 

of a family member can cause a family to 

struggle. Your monthly donation helps to make 

this ministry possible.  

Thank You one and all 

for helping with this 

annual fundraiser. We 

raised $1164 for our 

general fund and made 

some great friends, AND we had a great time. 

 

Friends Together is a group of 

people from our church who 

have signed up to get together 

and have a time of fellowship. 

This can be at your home, a 

restaurant, or whatever you decide. Each family 

or individual will take a turn to host. This is a time 

set aside to get to know each other better, have 

discussions, and experience spiritual growth with 

others at Oak Chapel. 

Also, when your group plans a get together, 

please let Pastor Kyle and Courtney know so that 

they have the opportunity to attend these group 

gatherings and get to know everyone. If anyone 

would like to join a Friends Together Group or 

have any questions please contact Christy Rickard 

at 330-264-3830 and she will get you into a 

group. All are welcome! 

The AED (Automatic External 

Defibrillator) was installed at 

the church on Monday, 

August 21. We are very 

thankful for this donation 

given in memory of Gregory 

Ginther, who is a family member of the 

anonymous donor. Gregory died suddenly at 

his workplace. Our condolences and prayers 

are with his family. Thank you to the family 

for honoring Gregory's memory with this gift 

to Oak Chapel United Methodist Church.  

History and Records 

Please note that the historical plaque (from 

the ‘old’ church) has been found, cleaned, and 

hung on the east wall of the Narthex. 

Previously it was on the outside of the front 

door of the white frame building.  

Memorials 

The two new praise banners in our Sanctuary 

are from the Marjorie Silver Memorial Fund. 

Also, the Princehorn family has allowed monies 

received in Duane’s memory to be used in our 

current projects. Your memorial donations aid 

in the future projects and programs at Oak 

Chapel UMC.  

 Recognition of class leaders 

 Special offering. See separate 

article on page 4. 

 Hot dogs provided. Stay tuned for 

more details in future bulletins 

“Be yourself. Everyone else is taken.” - Oscar 

Wilde, late-nineteenth-century playwright, in 

Laugh Your Way to Grace by Rev. Susan Sparks. 
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Support our families who have projects and 

entries in this year’s fair. 

 

Contact Christy Rickard if you can help with our major fundraiser, parking cars 

at the Wayne County Fair; East of Chicago Pizza and Swift Auto Parts. 

Shifts are four hours, and four people are required for each shift. If a four-hour 

shift is too long for you, perhaps you would be willing to share a shift. 8:00 a.m. 

to 8:00 p.m. 

There is always an opportunity for conversation and bringing a lawn chair is a 

good thing. 

September 9-14 
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. Kyle Gould ............................................................................ Pastor 

Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary 

Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Lisa Renker ...............................................................................Custodian 

Church Phone  ................................................................... 330-264-2537 

 

E-mail addresses: 

pastorkgould@gmail.com              oakchapelumc@yahoo.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305  

1-866-442-4403 (free) or email CanalDistrictUMC@neo.rr.com 

Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent 

Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant 
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