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Pastor’s Message 

Dear Friends, 

 

“The Lord is risen!” We, the faithful community, 

proclaim that affirmation on Easter Sunday. 

Have you ever thought about it as a 

proclamation each morning? Easter resurrection 

infuses us with living power that takes us 

beyond all human ability and all circumstances. 

It is our hope heading into the future. 

 

Much has changed since I began in July 1985, 

while some things have remained the same.   

Jesus’ ministry though considered by some 

revolutionary was, for Jesus, fulfilling God’s 

intention from the beginning. That first Easter 

began the question, “What does this all mean?” 

Much would come into being that once was 

not; resurrection appearances, the giving of the 

Holy Spirit to all who would believe, 

acceptance of Gentiles, the role of women and 

the spread of God’s Word to the far reaches of 

the roman Empire. There is a clear message for 

us, today. The message doesn’t change, but 

how and where that message communicates 

does, because the world has changed. It’s not an 

easy balance but it is a balance from which we 

can ill afford to seclude ourselves. 

 

Life never goes exactly as we planned when we 

set out on our journey. Hopefully we gain 

wisdom and insight from our experiences along 

the way that makes the travel worthwhile. I 

thought I would retire from the pulpit at 65 

years of age. God evidently has another idea, 

but that’s nothing new. My brief time at Oak 

Chapel has been one of the most blessed and 

valuable, partly because it has helped me discern 

God’s direction for my life and ministry, and 

also, from the privilege of knowing you. On 

July 1, Kyle Gould will begin as your next 

pastor. It will be an exciting time for you as well 

as for Kyle and Courtney, as they begin a new 

chapter in their lives. I know how easy it is to 

turn to a familiar face when in need, but I 

would ask you to not seek a past pastor in those 

times. Allow Kyle to get to know you and allow 

him to get to know you and your story. 

 

Finally, thank you for receiving me and thank 

you for letting me go. “May the Lord watch 

between me and thee, while we are absent, one 

from the other.” 

 

Pax, 

 

 

Christopher Statz 

New Member Classes  

If you want to become a member of Oak Chapel 

UMC, you are invited to participate in two 

meetings that will take place on Sunday evenings 

6:00—7:30 p.m. Specific dates will be announced. 

Please contact Rev. Statz or the church office. 

Pastor Kyle and Courtney Gould will worship at 

Oak Chapel UMC on Sunday May 7. Rev. Statz 

and Pastor Gould will celebrate and serve The 

Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, during the service. 

This provides an opportunity for both your 

incoming pastor and yourselves to begin to 

become acquainted before they move in and 

assume pastoral leadership responsibilities. Come, 

welcome, and worship!  
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The Membership Care 

Committee has a donor for an 

AED for our church and it is in 

memory of their family 

member. We will hold a CPR 

class after we obtain the AED 

so that we can include the training of the AED 

with the CPR class. We are very grateful for this 

donation and are hoping to have the AED 

installed in the next month. 

Blood pressure screenings are still being 

offered after worship on the third Sunday of 

every month. 

If you have birthday, anniversary, get well, 

thinking of you, or sympathy cards laying around 

that you would like to donate, please give to 

Christy Rickard. Also if you would like to donate 

forever stamps that would also be greatly 

appreciated! These cards and stamps are sent to 

our Church Family. Thank you again! 

The Membership Care Committee has a list of 

homebound members who are visited by one of 

the committee members on a regular basis. Please 

contact Christy, 330-264-3830, with any member 

needs.  

Cheryl Rastetter continues to coordinate 

getting meals to those members of our church 

who have been ill or in the hospital. If this is an 

area where you could help, such as cooking or 

delivering, please call Cheryl, 330-262-9369. 

We look forward to caring for our church 

family with a caring and compassionate attitude 

with God as our leader. 

 Welcome Center Staffing  
May ~ Ed Wirt 

Join us May 1 

We will make marbled 

mugs using nail polish. 

Leader is April Aten. If you 

are interested in an 

evening of fun and 

fellowship plan to join us 

on the first Monday of each month for Art and 

Soul. No special talent is needed, just a 

willingness to try new things and enjoy each 

other’s company. Join us on May 1.  

 

Health and Wellness Corner —  

Hospice Care  

 Provides patients and families with 

compassionate physical, emotional, spiritual, 

and psychosocial care at the end of life. 

 Patient-focused care can provide patients the 

assistance they need to meet their goals and 

have quality of life. 

 Hospice will care for you where you live 

including: private home, assisted living, nursing 

facility, or inpatient facility. 

 Hospice care focuses on the patient and their 

comfort with support offered to caregivers and 

family and does not focus on curative measures. 

 A Professional Hospice Team is usually led by 

an RN Case Manager and includes: medical 

doctor, licensed social worker, chaplain, nurse 

aides, and sometimes volunteers. This team 

provides visits to the patient and family and 

offers teaching and support for all aspects of 

care. 

 Hospice usually supplies any medical equipment 

that is needed and covers the cost of comfort 

medications that are used. 

 Hospice offers expertise in symptom 

management and pain control. 

 Hospice Care does not prolong life expectancy, 

nor shorten it. 

 There must be a terminal illness with a life 

expectancy of six months or less to qualify for 

Hospice care. 

 Hospice offers: 

 Access to 24-hour on-call services every day 

 Symptom Management visits by physicians

 Community-based Volunteers 

 Counseling Services for emotional and spiritual 

support 

 Bereavement Support 

 Sometimes Art and Music Therapy 

 Medicare, Ohio Medicaid, and most 

Insurances cover Hospice Care. 

You don’t need a hoe or gloves to grow the Holy Spirit. Whether 
you’re friend, Mom, Grandma, niece, neighbor, or daughter, fill  

your heart’s garden with love and joy and peace! 
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As you begin Spring 

cleaning, don’t forget 

the Buy-Way Sale, 

August 10-12 at Oak 

Chapel. You may 

donate to the church 

sale or rent-a-table for yourself. We will also serve 

a yummy lunch to our guests. More later! 

Membership  

                           

Betty Taylor 

*Betty has been a member of Oak Chapel since 

1955 and her husband, Blaine, who died in 

2007, was a member at Oak Chapel before they 

were married. 

*Born in Shanesville which is now Sugarcreek, 

she lived in Walnut Creek before moving to 

Wooster. 

*Betty has two daughters: Kathy and husband 

Bill Green, and their children Collin and Elise; 

Sharon and husband Cy Baker, and their children 

Michelle and Cabot. Her son Brian died last 

August. His widow is Tari.  Betty has two great-

grandchildren: Mairi Rose and Genevieve. 

*Betty reports that Marg Silver brought her to 

Oak Chapel. She just kept asking her to come 

and even picked her up. 

*She likes the people at Oak Chapel and that 

the church helps the community. 

*A favorite memory is cooking at the church 

for different events with Juanita Martin and the 

gals. 

*She volunteered for Wooster Community 

Hospital Auxiliary and drove patients to doctors 

appointments or to the pharmacy to get their 

medicine. 

*She volunteered for the American Heart 

Association. 

*Betty always was a good neighbor. 

*Her hobbies are cooking and spending time 

with family. Her favorite food is ice cream. 

*Betty would love to have dinner with her son 

Brian again. 

*She has traveled to Michigan, West Virginia, 

Florida, and Canada, and went camping with 

The Trailer Group for many short trips.  

*Betty now lives in Walnut Creek and misses 

Oak Chapel and all the people. She prays for all 

of them daily.  

Men’s Breakfast is May 13 at 

Green Leaf at 7:30 a.m. All men 

and boys are welcome on the 

second Saturday each month.  

Faith, Hope, Love in Action 

We are looking forward to our All 

Daughter's Brunch on May 13 at 10:00. 

Our speaker will talk to us about 

backyard birds. It will be fun and the 

food and fellowship will be fabulous. 

Our Executive Committee will meet on May 30, 

with a lot to plan for events in the month of June 

i.e. Golden Agers Luncheon, work day at the 

Mission Barn, and a unit meeting. 

Virginia Tech University gives each incoming 

freshman a copy of the book "The Heart and the 

Fist.” The author, Eric Greitens was a young man 

who wanted to serve. He traveled to many places 

around the world that needed help for the poor 

and ill. He worked in refugee camps. He attended 

Duke University and was a Rhodes Scholar earning 

his Ph.D. at Oxford University.   

After college and his many volunteer mission 

trips, he became a Navy Seal. He has started the 

nonprofit organization, The Mission Continues.  

Virginia Tech's motto is That I May Serve. Tech 

gives this book to students to encourage them to 

also want to become useful and helpful members 

of the world community. This is a good read.  

Blessings, Georgia Taylor, President 

Mark your calendar! All Sons’ Dinner will be June 

17 at 4:00 p.m. It will be a picnic at the home of 

Ron Grosjean who has a large collection of 

vintage farm equipment. He was instrumental in 

starting the Agricultural Museum that is located 

just north of the Wayne County Fairgrounds.  

                           Milo Forrest Kitchen was  

                     baptized on April 23. He was  

         born November 7, 2016. His parents are  

     Robin and Brad. His siblings are Bridget, Simon 

and Oliver. 

Mark your calendars for our trip to the Eastbrook 

Mission Barn in New Castle PA on June 23/24. 
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People to People 

Please remember to bring in non-perishable 

items to support those in need in our area 

through the People to People Ministries. Last 

year, People to People Ministries provided 

assistance to over 10,000 Wayne County 

applicants. On average 1 out of 12 residents of 

Wayne County could need their services. The 

families they see are often the single mother or 

senior citizen, unemployed or underemployed—

they could be someone you know. Emergencies 

happen and lives can be changed – the loss of a 

job, a tragic accident, an illness of a family 

member – can cause a family to struggle. Your 

monthly donation helps to make this ministry 

possible. Our collection each month, which 

coordinates with the celebration of our Lord’s 

supper is an opportunity for you to share in the 

blessings God has given you with those in need. 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 2 Dick Wiley 

 6 Donna Anderson 

 11 Abby Renker 

 18 Jon Heavilin 

 22 Shelia Burckhart 

 26 Ann Kahrig 

 29 Betsy Bower 

  Tom Bower 

Acorn Submissions: The next issue 

will be for June/July 2017. The 

deadline is May 15. If you or your 

committee, class or group would like to 

include an article in future editions of The Acorn, 

please email it to oakchapelumc@yahoo.com or 

place a printed copy in The Acorn mailbox in the 

church office by the 15th of the month for the 

subsequent month’s edition. All church family 

news is welcome. Pictures add a special touch 

and are always welcome. 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

 1 Stacy and Tommy Jackson 

 3 Jen and Darrell Moser 

 13 Patty and Mark Richey 

 21 Christy and Pat Rickard 

  Sabrina and Brandon Bowles 

 25 Pam and Kim Domer 

  Robin and Brad Kitchen 

 28 Phyllis and Dave Weaver 

This information comes from our 

membership database. 

Please let us know if there are 

additions, corrections or omissions. 

Pre-K to 2
nd

 Grade  

Sunday School Volunteer 

May Schedule 

 7 Evelyn Silver 

 14 Miriam Zech 

 21 Phyllis Weaver 

 28 Cathy Shallenberger    

  

Thanks to all who give of their 

time to support this ministry of 

the church. This class serves our 

children Pre-K through Grade 2, 

and meets during worship. If 

you would be willing to help 

one Sunday every other month 

please contact April Aten. 

Wish your neighbor 

a happy day! 

Outreach 

Please mark your calendars for our annual 

Change the World event, Saturday, May 20. We 

will meet at the church at 8:30 a.m. for a 

continental breakfast and devotions before 

starting our volunteer work. We will be taking a 

group to the Habitat Restore to help there. Two 

other groups will remain at the church to cut 

fabric to make blankets for the men at Hilltop 

Villa and to put together health kits for UMCOR.  

We will gather back together at the church at 

12:15 p.m. for a light lunch and sharing.  

You can help now by donating supplies for 

the “Health Kits” which we will put together that 

day. The items needed for those kits are listed 

below and can be left in the designated tote in 

the narthex. Beginning next week there will be a 

post-a-note board to sign up for specific items. 

Hand towels 

Wash cloths 

Combs (large sturdy) 

Finger nail clippers or metal nail files 

Soap (bath size bars) 

Toothbrushes (single in original wrapper) 

Band-Aids 

Monetary donations (to buy toothpaste) 

Please save the date and plan on being a part of 

this annual mission event.  

mailto:oakchapelumc@yahoo.com
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Weekday Bible Studies 

The Monday morning group 

has completed our study of 

Max Lucado’s “He Choose the 

Nails.” We will be taking a 

couple months off, but plan to have a summer 

study starting in mid-June. More information 

about that study will appear in the June Acorn. 

Spiritual  

Growth 

Oak Chapel Credit Cards 

Last year, we added two credit card accounts to 

Oak Chapel's purchasing options. We now have 

three credit card accounts. 

The oldest is our Staples Credit Card account. It 

is tied to our Rewards Account as well as our tax 

free status. We receive Staples rebates, coupons 

and reward dollars; we use these discounts when 

we buy copy paper and other office supplies. A 

case (10 reams) of Staples paper, normally priced 

at $49.99, can be purchased for as low as $9.99 

(after rebate) when accompanied with a coupon. 

In 2016, we received $125 in Staples rebates. While 

it doesn't sound like much, it is when you consider 

that was 42% of our 2016 Office Supplies budget 

line. 

Our second credit card account is at Lowe's. It 

provides an automatic 5% discount and allows tax 

free purchases. It initially came in handy when the 

trustees were upgrading the restrooms. This card is 

primarily used by the trustees. 

Our third credit card account is through TCM 

Bank, a third party vendor for Apple Creek Bank. 

It is used primarily for online purchases, stamps 

and mission trips. We have two Visa cards on this 

account. One card is used for the annual 

QuickBooks Online charge and the monthly 

Servant Keeper charge. The recurring monthly 

credit card payment is automatically drafted from 

our Apple Creek Bank checking account and the 

billing is automatically entered into QuickBooks. 

The other card is used for online purchases at 

Cokesbury, Outreach, Call Multiplier, etc. 

Depending on the vendor, a sales tax exemption 

certificate may be required. This credit card is 

primarily used by the Office Staff and Christian 

Education Committee. 

The Bookworms! A new small 

group has been formed for those 

who enjoy reading and then 

discussing with others who read the 

same book. The group will meet 

the fourth Thursday of each month. Join us on 

May 25 at 7:00 p.m. as we discuss Sally Ride by 

Lynn Sherr. Sally Ride was the first American 

woman to fly in space. 

So, why do we have all of these credit cards? 

That's a good question. 

- It eliminates the need for congregants to pay for 

church purchases and then submit a voucher for 

reimbursement, 

- It provides more discounts than otherwise 

available, and 

- It increases the likelihood that we'll get the 

purchase tax free. 

All of this adds up to savings, which is good 

stewardship (I know, it sounds contrary to 

normal credit card use), but these credit cards 

are necessary to provide the "stewardship tools" 

needed by the various church committees. 

Hence, as you might imagine, there are rules for 

using these credit cards. 

- The purchase must be budgeted, 

- The purchase must be approved by the chairperson 

of the committee making the purchase, 

- The card needs to be signed out/in at the office, 

and 

- The purchaser must complete a voucher with the 

budget line and chairperson's signature, attach 

the required supporting documents and put it in 

the Church Treasurer's box. 

 As Dave Ramsey says, "When eggs are on sale, 

you buy eggs!" Last minute purchases are usually the 

most costly, so if you can plan ahead, it's more 

likely a sale or rebate will be available by the time 

the items are needed. For example, the Lenten 

bulletins were printed on color paper instead of in 

color. The color paper was purchased in advance on 

a BOGO (Buy One, Get One) sale. Consequently, 

the cost of the paper was less than half the cost to 

print in color. Think before you ink! 

 If you have any questions about our credit cards, 

please contact the Office Staff, Church Treasurer or 

Finance Committee Chairman—Stuart Mykrantz 
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Friends Together  

Friends Together is a group of people from 

the Church who have signed up to get 

together and have a time of fellowship. This 

can be at your home, a restaurant, or 

wherever you decide. Each family or 

individual will take a turn 

to host. This is a time set 

aside to get to know each 

other better, have 

discussions, and 

experience spiritual 

growth with others in the Church.  

New groups have been selected for 2017 

and letters have been distributed. If anyone 

would like to join a Friends Together Group 

or has any questions, please contact Christy 

Rickard, 330-264-3830. 

Trustees Report 

Pew cleaning was completed on Wednesday,  

April 19. Because of all the candle wax, all pew 

cushions had to be steam cleaned. This caused a larger 

cost. However, because of the generosity of the 

congregation, we were able to get the work done.  

Thanks to all! 

On Saturday, April 1, the trustees held the annual 

spring clean-up.  Many hands made light work - 

leaves and branches (sticks) were picked up, windows 

were cleaned in sanctuary, fellowship hall and 

narthex. The pulpit, altar rail, & altar were cleaned 

and treated. 

The parsonage is being inspected by the Canal 

District Committee on Building Locations on 

Thursday, April 20 as part of the change of pastors 

that will be taking place  this year. 

Mission u  

 Mount Union University ~ Alliance, Ohio 

Friday, July 21 

One-Day Sampler for Adults (men and women), 

Young Women & Children 

Friday-Sunday, July 21-23 

   Weekend Event for Women & Children 

 Studies and Leaders 

Spiritual Growth: “Living as a Covenant Community” 

Rev. Nathan Howe 

Geographic: Missionary Conferences of the US—The 

Alaska United Methodist Conference, Red Bird 

Missionary Conference, and the Oklahoma Indian 

Missionary Conference: Dr. Linda Crowell and  

Rev. Steve Court 

Social Issue: Climate Justice—Call to Hope and 

Action: Rev. Don Kuntz 

 SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE!! 

Youth Program available. 

Early deadline is June 1. 

WHAT IS FACE TO FACE? 

An adaptation of the Walk to Emmaus, The 

Heart of Ohio Face to Face Encounter is 

specifically crafted to meet the needs and life-

stages of older adults. The program seeks to 

invite men and women, ages 60 and older, to 

experience Jesus through a four-session journey, 

covering subjects such as discipleship, mission, 

grief, and end-of-life issues. The highly flexible 

schedule allows participants the freedom to 

engage in structured Bible study and prayer in a 

church setting. Led by clergy and lay leaders, 

Face to Face strengthens and renews followers of 

Christ and bolsters the spiritual life of individuals, 

families, and congregations everywhere. Face to 

Face is open to members of any Christian 

denomination who want to strengthen their 

spiritual lives, discover answers to their questions 

about faith, and are open to understanding the 

responsibility of living a Christian lifestyle. 

Face to Face allows the opportunity to 

rediscover Christ’s presence in your life, to gain 

fresh understanding of God’s transforming grace, 

and to form friendships that foster faith and 

support spiritual maturity. If you desire a deeper, 

more meaningful walk with the risen Christ, if 

you would like that relationship to be reflected 

in every other relationship in your life, if you 

wish to make a deeper impact on the world 

around you by living a life centered on Jesus 

Christ, then join us as we encounter the Risen 

Christ . . . Face to Face. 

August 1,8,15,22, 2017 at Wooster UMC. See 

Elizabeth Feldman for more information. 

We extend our love and sympathy to the families of 

three pillars of our church who died recently. 

Tom Mykrantz on April 6 

—1925-2017 

Betty Franks on April 6 

—1919-2017 

Frances Boyer on April 13 

—1936-2017 

 

Tom and Betty were born into Oak Chapel families 

and Frances joined in 1956 shortly before she married  

Arden in 1958. 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/eastohioumw/scm.htm
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. Christopher Statz ................................................................... Pastor 

Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Lisa Renker ...............................................................................Custodian 

Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary 

Church Phone  ................................................................... 330-264-2537 

Parsonage Phone  .............................................................. 330-262-7071 

Pastor’s cell phone .............................................................. 440-628-1114 

E-mail addresses: 

cstatz1212@gmail.com              oakchapelumc@yahoo.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305  

1-866-442-4403 (free) or email CanalDistrictUMC@neo.rr.com 

Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent 

Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant 

http://www.oakchapelumc.com/
mailto:oakchapelumc@yahoo.com
http://www.oakchapelumc.com/

