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Pastor’s Message 

Dear Friends,  

Perhaps the best story of grace and salvation, 

outside the Bible, is Charles Dickens’ A Christmas 

Carol. Dozens of adaptations have been released 

over the decades and, depending on your age, 

each of us has a favorite.   

The ghost of Jacob Marley is a sign of God’s 

prevenient love. One bothersome question we 

wrestle with is: “Why Scrooge?” He wasn’t asking 

for a second chance and certainly had not earned 

or deserved one, but it came nonetheless. That’s 

how God is; a chance to escape the inner 

consequences of a lifestyle. From grace, God takes 

the initiative. 

Salvation is both a choice and a process; an 

intersection in our time and a journey. I’m curious 

that Ebenezer did not refuse the three spirits, 

when earlier he expressed no interest.  

There are times when we would like to break 

the cycle. We can feel the pain of regret yet steele 

ourselves to ignore it, but it’s there. There are 

poignant moments when we feel something 

different is needed, but we don’t know what or 

we are resigned to how it is. It’s in the journeying 

through the past, present and future, that he 

comes to understand the events of his past, sees 

the present other than his limited frame of 

reference, and peers through the darkness to his 

future consequences. Though uncomfortable, I’m 

reminded of a priest’s explanation that repentance 

is so because God is bending us back into shape.  

That’s how Ebenezer came into understanding 

with a new heart.   

I believe Advent is a beautiful time to take 

permission to deeply reflect on our past, ruminate 

on our present and trust that the mystery which is 

God, wraps and incubates all of your life, our 

regrets and our longing, creating an open place 

where Christ can come and find a home. Grace 

disturbs and confounds us because we have a hard 

time freely accepting we are loved just because we 

are who we are. The time is here! 

Pax, 

 

 

Christopher Statz 

Advent Sermon Series:  

“The Gospel in Our Christmas Shows” 

Whether we are a child 4 or 84 years of age, most 

likely we have watched the Christmas stories on 

television for fifty years either as children, parents, 

or grandparents. The Good News is delicately 

woven through these shows, therefore, the sermons 

for the Advent-Christmas Seasons will look at some 

of the favorites to reflect on the meaning of God’s 

story in the stories we watched with so much joyful 

sentiment. 

 

November 27 

“Polar Express” 

“Can You Still Hear the Bell?” 

Scripture: Genesis 18:1-3, 9-14; Mark 9:17-27 

 

December 4 (Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper) 

“How the Grinch Stole Christmas”  

“Maybe Christmas Doesn’t Come from a Store” 

Scripture:  Isaiah 11:1-9; Matthew 3:1-12 

 

December 11 

“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer”  

“We’re All Misfits” 

Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-8; Luke 1:26-38 

 

December 18 

“A Charlie Brown Christmas”  

“Don’t Make Christmas Complicated” 

Isaiah 7:10-16; Luke 2: 8-14 

 

December 24  

Christmas Eve Candlelight: 7:00 pm  

“Service of Lessons and Carols”  

 

December 25  

Christmas Day: Sunday 10:30 am 

“Little Drummer Boy”  

“What Gift Can I Bring Him?” 

John 1:1-18 

 

January 1, 2017: The Rev. Jim Pfander, preaching! 
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      On behalf of the Calvin Frye family,  

     we thank you for honoring our father 

        by hosting his Celebration of Life,  

      and the accompanying meal. This 

    gave his family and friends an 

opportunity to remember a great man.  

We also appreciate the remembrance on 

All Saints Sunday. Tim Frye  

THANK YOU Great turnout for the fall cleanup - 

many loads of leaves were removed from the 

church and parsonage - Many thanks to all! 

Maintenance and projects to be worked on in 

2017: Replacing treads on the stairwells, 

replacing the parking lot high pressure sodium 

bulbs with LED bulbs, repair spouting & 

downspouts on the education wing, and if 

finances are available, repair air conditioning 

on the education wing. 

Caroling to our Homebound 

December 11 ~ 1:00 p.m.  

We have a great tradition  

of visiting members of our church family, 

singing favorite carols and enjoy wonderful 

fellowship. The Worship Committee invites 

everyone to join us after worship on 

December 11. You could bring a lunch, or be 

back so we can leave at 1:00. 

Electronic Sign Dedication 

On October 9 we dedicated our new sign on the 

front lawn. Thank you to the families whose 

memorial funds sponsored this sign. Those 

honored were Garcy Aten, Sue Braucher, Paul 

Franks, Jim Houser, Bernice and Harold Walters, 

Arthur and Maxine Wirt. 

The UMYF (our Youth) has 

chosen to support Heifer 

Project this Advent Season 

and are asking for your 

support too. Each Sunday in 

Advent we will share information about how a 

gift of animals can change the life of a family, 

who in turn, can help change the lives of others 

in their community. 

We will be passing the Penny Buckets each 

Sunday to collect change—and folding money!  

We will keep you updated on our progress and 

see what animals we can purchase when we are 

finished. Please help us help others during the 

season of Advent! 

When the Color of Christmas is Blue— 

December 4th at 4:00 p.m. 

For many people, this may not be the “most 

wonderful time of the year.” The loss of a loved 

one (even years ago), divorce, separation, illness, 

deployment, or moving away, creates a personal 

world foreign to Christmases past and the 

festiveness of our surroundings in the present. 

Understandably, people feel “blue.” 

A “Blue Christmas Service” is a time of quiet 

reflection, meaningful meditations and music, 

candles that may be lit for a special person or a  

life-moment.   

The words of the prophet Isaiah to Israel in 

exile, “’Comfort, comfort my people, says our 

God” (Isaiah 40:1a) and the words of the John’s 

Gospel that, “The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:5) are 

the true lyrics of this season of life. 

Please join us on Sunday December 4 beginning 

at 4:00 p.m. Everyone is 

welcome, so please bring 

someone you may know, for 

whom this time of the year is 

especially difficult. 

Communion Set Dedication 

On October 2—

World 

Communion 

Sunday—we 

dedicated a new 

set of communion 

chalices and 

patens. Local 

potter Jim Spires 

created these for us. Thank you to Dick Silver 

and family for designating Marge’s memorial 

funds for this addition. 
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The Membership Care 

Committee will be putting 

together care packages that will 

be delivered along with the 

Church Christmas Caroling this 

year. The Music and Worship Committee has a 

list of homebound members who will be visited, 

if you know someone that would like to have the 

Caroling Crew visit, please submit these names, 

phone numbers, and addresses to Jen Moser as 

soon as possible. Blood pressure screenings are 

still being offered after worship on the third 

Sunday of every month. 

If you have birthday, anniversary, get well, 

thinking of you, or sympathy cards laying around 

that you would like to donate, please give to 

Christy Rickard. Also if you would like to donate 

forever stamps that would also be greatly 

appreciated! These cards and stamps are sent to 

our Church Family. Thank you again! 

The Membership Care Committee has a list of 

homebound members who are visited by one of 

the committee members on a regular basis. Please 

contact Christy, 330-264-3830, with any member 

needs. We look forward to caring for our church 

members with a caring and compassionate 

attitude with God as our leader. 

Cheryl Rastetter continues to coordinate 

getting meals to those members of our church 

who have been ill or in the hospital. If this is an 

area where you could help, such as cooking or 

delivering, please call Cheryl, 330-262-9369. 

The Committee is still working on getting an 

AED for our church and we may be able to get 

one at no charge! If we cannot, we will ask for 

use of Memorials for the purchase of the AED. 

We will hold a CPR class after we obtain the AED 

so that we can include the training for both.  

 

Health and Wellness Corner — Pneumonia 

 Pneumonia is an infection in one or both lungs 

that may be caused by bacteria, viruses, or fungi. 

 Pneumonia causes swelling of the airways and 

this causes the air sacs to fill with mucous and 

fluids which make it hard for oxygen, that you 

breath in, to reach the blood. 

 Pneumonia is a very serious condition and can 

lead to death if not treated in a timely manner. 

 You are at higher risk for pneumonia if you are 

a smoker, are over age 65, have a chronic illness 

such as heart disease, lung disease, kidney disease, 

diabetes, or COPD. 

 Symptoms that may occur with pneumonia are 

shortness of breath, high fever, fatigue, cough, 

headache, lack of energy, chills, productive cough 

w/blood or greenish mucous, chest pain, loss of 

appetite and muscle pain. 

 Treatment most often consists of: antibiotics, 

fever reducers, breathing treatments to loosen the 

mucous and open airways, oxygen, plenty of 

fluids. Antibiotics and fluids may need to be given 

IV depending on the severity of the pneumonia. 

 Flu vaccines are recommended every year as 

this can help prevent the onset of Pneumonia. 

Pneumonia vaccines are available for the most 

common types of bacterial pneumonia. Ask your 

doctor about these vaccines and if they are 

appropriate for you. 

Tips for prevention of Pneumonia are: 

    *Do not smoke and avoid second hand smoke. 

    *Good handwashing. 

    *Avoid being around people who are sick. 

    *Eat a healthy diet and get plenty of rest. 

    *Do not put off going to the Doctor when you 

start to feel ill. 

    *Do not drink alcohol. 

 Again Pneumonia is very serious and can lead 

to death if not treated in a timely manner. If you 

have any of the above symptoms, please see your 

Doctor as soon as possible. 

Welcome Center Staffing  
December 4 ~ Ed Wirt 

December 11 & 18 ~ Carol Gossage  

January ~ Esther Franks  

Join us December 5 

If you are interested in an 

evening of fun and 

fellowship plan to join us 

on the first Monday of 

each month for Art and 

Soul. No special talent is 

needed, just a willingness 

to try new things and enjoy each other’s 

company. Phyllis Weaver will 

lead us in December.  

 

Fabric pumpkins from our 

November session. 

 Congratulations to the 

Kitchen Family on the 

birth of Milo Forest on 

November 7. Mom and Dad are Robin and 

Brad, siblings are Bridgett, Simon and Oliver. 
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Weekday Bible Studies 

The Monday morning Bible 

Study welcomes anyone who 

wishes to know God better and 

grow in their Christian faith.  

Our study is entitled David; Shepherd and King 

of Israel. This study is part of an Ancient-Future 

Bible Study series which incorporates 

contemporary study of the Bible with an 

experience of the church's most ancient way of 

reading Scripture, lectio divina. This practice 

consists of five basic movements: biblical study, 

reflection, prayer, discernment, and 

contemplative action. This series shows all 

Christians who desire to have a transforming 

experience with the inspired Word of God how 

studying Scripture through lectio divina can 

enrich their discipleship.  New members add new 

vitality to our group. Please consider joining us 

at 9:30 a.m. each Monday. 

Spiritual  

Growth 

Men’s Breakfast is December 10 

at Green Leaf at 7:30 a.m. All 

men and boys are welcome on 

the second Saturday each month.  

Friends Together  

Some of the groups that were selected in January 

have not had a chance to get together. The plan 

was to remix the groups in July but we will keep 

the same groups until January 2017. Also when 

your groups plan a get together please invite Rev. 

Chris and his family so that they have the 

opportunity to get to 

know everyone. If anyone 

would like to join a 

Friends Together Group or 

have any questions please 

contact Christy Rickard.  

Mt. Vision Christmas 

We have had wonderful support from our church 

community as well as those at Sterling UMC and 

will be taking Christmas gifts to 86 children in 

Valley Head, West Virginia. We welcome anyone 

who would like to make the trip to West Virginia 

on December 9 and 10. Please contact Pam Domer 

if you are interested. Thank you for your 

continued support of this outreach ministry. 

Faith, Hope, Love in Action 

The book, "Because He Lives." is a 2012 

reading list book for Education for Mission. 

This book is very good and I learned a lot. 

The author, Catherine Ritch Guess goes to 

Cambodia to interview Joseph and Marilyn Chan. 

The Chans lived in Cambodia during the reign of 

the Khmer Rouge. If you saw the movie "The 

Killing Fields” you know what the time was like. 

When they were able to escape from Cambodia 

they came to America. They are now back in 

Cambodia, as missionaries, with the task of building 

Methodist churches. This book is in the church 

library on the UMW shelf. Georgia Taylor 
 

This is a busy time for United Methodist 

Women. Four of our women attended the District 

UMW Leadership training. We have received five 

women into our membership. We would like for 

all Oak Chapel's women to be members. 

This year we sent 60 school kits and 45 health 

kits to help others. It is wonderful that we have so 

much help to help with our mission goals. 

December 4, after church, is our last unit 

meeting of the year. Bring a bag lunch. Everyone is 

welcome. 

Membership in Oak Chapel United Methodist 

Women is open to all women of the church. If you 

enjoy serving in mission and the company of 

others, please consider joining our group. See 

Sandy Treece or Georgia Taylor or any UMW 

member. Blessings, Georgia Taylor, President 

The date has been set for the annual Chili-Cook 

Off. Mark January 14 on your calendars. More 

details later. This is sponsored by United 

Methodist Men and is a great fellowship 

opportunity. Pull out your favorite chili recipe 

and consider entering to compete with Oak 

Chapel’s best cooks. Open to men, women and 

youth. Check out the plaque of winners in 

Fellowship Hall. The entire community is invited 

to come for a tasting and judging opportunity. 

Who Likes to Sing Christmas Carols? 

December 18 ~ 2:00 p.m. 

Join us in singing Christmas Carol classics as well  

as new favorites, followed by Cookie Fellowship.  
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People to People 

Please remember that we collect 

items for People to People the first 

Sunday of each month.  Items may 

be brought in anytime and placed 

in the bins in the narthex, if you 

forget to bring them on the 

designated Sunday.  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 2 Joanne Jolliff 

 7 Cyndi Boyer 

 9 Alice Giffin 

 10 Jen Moser 

 13 Dorothy McCloud (97) 

 24 Alison Flanagan 

 24 Carol Gossage 

Acorn Submissions: The next issue 

will be for February 2017. The 

deadline is January 15. If you or your 

committee, class or group would like to 

include an article in future editions of The Acorn, 

please email it to oakchapelumc@yahoo.com or 

place a printed copy in The Acorn mailbox in the 

church office by the 15th of the month for the 

subsequent month’s edition. All church family 

news is welcome. Pictures add a special touch 

and are always welcome. 

From the Old Collector: 

Be sure to clip the bar codes from any Our 

Family (Buehler's) products. It's a free and 

easy way to help support VBS. And while 

your scissors are out, I also collect postage 

stamps (but not the frequently seen "forever" 

kind) and Campbell's labels. Keep clipping!!! 

Betty Franks 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 3 Jennifer Adair 

 5 Cheryl Rastetter 

 9 Mark Ritchey 

 11 Shannon Mark 

 12 Darrell Moser 

 13 Al Starkey 

 16 Frances Boyer 

 17 Marie Houghton 

 18 Elliot Miller 

 21 Dave Zech 

 22 Betty Franks (98) 

 24 Simon Kitchen 

 26 Roger Burckhart 

 26 Paul Schaffter 

 28 Natalie Bunt 

 28 Ed Wirt 

 30 Bob Martin 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARYS 

 2 Joanne and Kate Jolliff 

 4 Jamie and Tyler Jarvis  

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARYS 

 5 Cindy and Stuart Mykrantz 

 14 Donna and David Anderson 

 31 Ann and Wayne Kahrig  

Wish your neighbor 

a happy day! 

This information comes from 

our membership database. 

Please let us know if there  

are additions, corrections  

or omissions. 

  Crismon Tree 

Have you taken a 

close look at our 

Crismon Tree? It 

stands in the 

southeast corner of the Sanctuary. 

These ornaments were lovingly 

crafted by women in our church. 

The word crismon combines Christ 

and monogram and they help 

Christians remember that 

Christmas is the celebration of 

Jesus's birthday. We will highlight 

some of them in Children’s 

Moments during Advent.  

 

"The day that will live in infamy" 

Most people alive today recall the dreadful day of 

Sept. 11, 2001, when the twin towers fell in New 

York. Far fewer of us can personally 

remember Dec. 7, 1941, when Pearl Harbor, 

Hawaii, was attacked by the Japanese, killing 2,043 

Americans and pulling the U.S. 

into World War II. 

The 75th anniversary of that 

event is this year. While more 

memorial than memory, Pearl 

Harbor still inspires 

 

Candy is Wrapped! 

Well, not literally. But our glass 

candy making is complete. Many 

hugs to the faithful saints who 

came to cut these sweet jewels. 

We had 21 people help with this 

annual project, that is a fundraiser 

for United Methodist Women. 

Thanks also to all who purchased 

candy and sold and delivered 

candy to their friends. Enjoy! 

mailto:oakchapelumc@yahoo.com
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. Christopher Statz .................................................................... Pastor 

Jen Moser .................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Lisa Renker ............................................................................... Custodian 

Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary 

Church Phone  .................................................................. 330-264-2537 

Parsonage Phone  ............................................................... 330-262-7071 

Pastor’s cell phone .............................................................. 440-628-1114 

E-mail addresses: 

cstatz1212@gmail.com              oakchapelumc@yahoo.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305  

1-866-442-4403 (free) or email CanalDistrictUMC@neo.rr.com 

Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent 

Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant 

Consider wearing 

the Colors of 

Christmas during 

Advent. 

Dec. 4—Purple 

Dec. 11—Red 

Dec. 18—Blue 

Dec. 24—White 

Dec. 25—White 

Jan. 1—Gold 

http://www.oakchapelumc.com/
mailto:oakchapelumc@yahoo.com
http://www.oakchapelumc.com/

