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Pastor’s Message 

‘October Sky’ is a motion picture based on the 

true story of Homer Hickam, an impressionable 

high school boy, living in a West Virginian coal-

mining town, where his father labors deep in the 

mines. Like the rest of the nation in 1957, Homer’s 

future takes a turn the first time he observes 

Sputnik silently passing overhead. What follows is 

a clash of worlds between what the father’s 

expectation that his son will follow in his footsteps 

as a miner and the son’s dream of engineering and 

building rockets. Along with the tense father-son 

relationship is the traditional life of mining that’s 

slipping away as an unknown future of the space 

age dawns. But underlying both characters is the 

shared value of hard work, never quitting, and 

believing in yourself, something Homer realizes he 

learned from his real hero, his father. 

Since July, I have been reading the history of 

Oak Chapel, the present priorities of the 

congregation listed in church reports, mixed with 

conversations from various individuals. At first 

glance, it may sound contradictory: An emphasis 

on “stewardship” but a hesitancy to conventional 

approaches; deep-rooted traditions yet a desire to 

explore some up-and-coming practices; a love of 

the way we “do church” and a desire for attracting 

additional people (especially young families). 

It might sound contradictory, however, like the 

weaving story of Homer and his father, I believe 

there is a shared set of values that can make the 

two work together. 

Throughout the gospels, Jesus’ words and acts 

causes shock while it brings revelation and 

relevance to God’s Word. The Season of Advent is 

a time of getting ready for a real surprise, when 

God comes into the world as a human. If that 

wasn’t enough of a shock to the people’s systems, 

imagine when death is overcome by a resurrection! 

It was upsetting before it was joyous. This is how 

God acts, yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 

Adam Hamilton said, “The greatest risk to the 

church, today, is not obsolescence but rather 

irrelevance.” The historical roots of the faith are 

kept and the biblical word does not change. But 

how do we meet the people of our community 

and world where they’re at and how do we 

communicate the Word to a changing world. 

That’s where we have to be flexible and open so 

that people “out there” encounter the Word of 

God in a way that is relevant to their lives.  

Pax, 

 

 

Christopher Statz 

In 1936, a group of pastors launched World-Wide Communion Day. Amid the 

Great Depression, they were looking for a way to meet people’s spiritual needs and 

unite Christians in their dedication to Christ.  

The observance, now known as World Communion Sunday, is held on the first 

Sunday of October. For eight decades, it has served as a reminder that Christians 

around the globe share the same meal in remembrance of Jesus.  

Congratulations to Bridget Kitchen 

who showed champion chickens. 

And to all 4-Hers and exhibitors at 

the Wayne County Fair. 

“He leads me beside still waters … ” Although we 

often prefer noisy distractions, God knows we need 

quiet to hear him and have our souls restored.  
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Weekday Bible Studies 

The Monday morning Bible 

Study welcomes anyone who 

wishes to know God better and 

grow in their Christian faith.  

We will be starting a new study entitled David; 

Shepherd and King of Israel. This study is part of 

an Ancient-Future Bible Study series which 

incorporates contemporary study of the Bible 

with an experience of the church's most ancient 

way of reading Scripture, lectio divina. This 

practice consists of five basic movements: biblical 

study, reflection, prayer, discernment, and 

contemplative action. This series shows all 

Christians who desire to have a transforming 

experience with the inspired Word of God how 

studying Scripture through lectio divina can 

enrich their discipleship. New members add new 

vitality to our group. Please consider joining us 

at 9:30 a.m. beginning October 17. 

Spiritual  

Growth 

People to People 

Please remember that we collect items for People 

to People the first Sunday of each month.  Items 

may be brought in anytime and placed in the 

bins in the narthex, if you forget to bring them 

on the designated Sunday. Thanks to Connie 

Reed for serving the church by making sure these 

donations are taken to People to People. 

Men’s Breakfast is October 8 at 

Green Leaf at 7:30 a.m. All men 

and boys are welcome on the 

second Saturday of each month.  

Friends Together  

Some of the groups that were selected in January 

have not had a chance to get together. The plan 

was to remix the groups in July but we will keep 

the same groups until January 2017. Also when 

your groups plan a get together please invite Rev. 

Chris and his family so 

that they have the 

opportunity to get to 

know everyone. If 

anyone would like to 

join a Friends Together 

Group or have any 

questions please contact 

Christy Rickard.  

Glass Candy Making Time is Here. 

The second Monday of October~every year~we 

begin making our famous Glass Candy. We continue 

every Monday through November. We would love to 

have some new cutters. Friendly training is available. 

Please bring sturdy scissors and come at 6:15, 

beginning October 10. It is a great fellowship time. 

Each week we make two rounds of ten batches each. 

Each round uses 20 pounds of sugar and 2.5 quarts of 

corn syrup. So in eight weeks we use 320 pounds of 

sugar and eight quarts of corn syrup. Our candy sells 

for $5 per bag (two cups/approx. one pound) or $3 

for  a one-cup bag. It is a yummy treat and makes a 

great teacher, mail carrier, piano teacher, neighbor, or 

hair dresser gift. We will gladly accept gifts of sugar, 

corn syrup and dollars.  

The Annual Bazaar will be October 22!  

It will take place from 10 a.m.—2 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. We need lots of help! I hope all of 

you are making items to sell ~ decorative, useful, or 

edible. Things that shoppers would want for 

themselves and to give as gifts are great. Houseplants 

of any size (including starts), wood creations, 

Thanksgiving and Christmas decorations are good 

sellers. We will have the Kitchen Korner and we want 

it full of baked goods, candy, jams, jellies to go with 

our mincemeat and glass candy. Don't forget the 

Lunch Stop ~ homemade foods to eat there or take 

home. If you know someone who is looking for a 

spot to sell their own crafts we will rent them a table. 

If you will help in any of the areas the day of the 

Bazaar (or set up nights) or if you will donate food 

for the Lunch Stop let Miriam Zech know. We will 

have two shifts so you can work as well as enjoy the 

Bazaar too. 

Items can be dropped off on Thursday, October 

20 from 7-9 p.m., and Friday from 4-9 p.m.  We can 

put price tags on your things but you should come 

with an idea of the price to put on. There will be the 

popular Nice As New Table for your Nice As New 

Donations. 

Baked good can be dropped off Friday evening or 

Saturday morning by 9:30 a.m. 

And here is something EVERYONE can do: tell 

others to come and shop! Word of mouth advertising 

is great! ~and free! 

The United Methodist Women use the proceeds 

to support mission projects near and far. The Bazaar 

is a major source of our funds, and we will happily 

accept all of your help to make this a success! 

Miriam Zech, Chairperson 



 

 3 

Blood pressure screenings are 

still being offered after worship on 

the third Sunday of every month. 

If you have birthday, 

anniversary, get well, thinking of 

you, or sympathy cards laying around that you 

would like to donate, please give to Christy 

Rickard. Also if you would like to donate forever 

stamps that would also be greatly appreciated! 

These cards and stamps are sent to our Church 

Family. Thank you again! 

The Membership Care Committee has a list of 

homebound members who are visited by one of 

the committee members on a regular basis. Please 

contact Christy, 330-264-3830, with any member 

needs, . We look forward to caring for our church 

members with a caring and compassionate 

attitude with God as our leader. 

Cheryl Rastetter continues to coordinate 

getting meals to those members of our church 

who have been ill or in the hospital. If this is an 

area where you could help, such as cooking or 

delivering, please call Cheryl, 330-262-9369. 

The Committee is still working on getting an 

AED for our church and we may be able to get 

one at no charge! If we cannot, we will ask for 

use of Memorials for the purchase of the AED. 

We will hold a CPR class after we obtain the AED 

so that we can include the training for both.  

 

Betty Taylor and her family 

would like to express their 

sincere appreciation and thanks 

to everyone for all the prayers, 

cards and acts of kindness shown 

to them during Brian’s accident 

and his passing. We will never forget your 

expressions of sympathy and love. 

 A Great Big Thank You to all of you who helped 

with fair parking at East of Chicago Pizza and 

Swift Auto Parts! We can call this fundraiser 

successful thanks to you and your dedication 

and donation of your time and effort! After 

paying East of Chicago, our profit is $4411.60; 

almost $500 more than 2015. Many Thanks to 

Christy Rickard who spent many hours on the 

phone coordinating workers. 

 Many thanks to those helping with School Kits 

this year—making or filling! We have 50+ kits 

ready to send to Midwest Mission Distribution 

Center. 

 

Welcome Center Staffing  
October 2 & 9 ~ Esther Franks 

October 16 & 23 ~ Phyllis Weaver 

October 30 ~ Connie Reed  

Faith, Hope, Love in Action 

Fall is here! And lots of 

good things happen in the 

fall. September 24 at the Fall 

Gathering, Elizabeth Feldman 

was elected District UMW President!   

Congratulations, Elizabeth! At the same meeting 

Georgia Taylor was elected District Social Action 

Coordinator. 

October means candy making time. Get your 

scissors and come prepared to cut, and cut, and 

cut. Everyone loves our rock candy. See separate 

article in this Acorn. 

This is also the month for our Bazaar. Have lots 

of crafts and baked goods ready for Saturday, 

October 22. See separate article in this Acorn. 

October 28/29 is the East Ohio Conference 

UMW Annual Celebration in Mentor. The next 

day, October 30 is our Unit meeting right after 

worship. Please bring a simple sack lunch. 

Don't forget the church is having Trunk or Treat 

again on October 30. Decorate your trunk and be 

prepared to hand out lots of treats (80 kids came 

last year!) See separate article in this Acorn. 

Blessings, Georgia Taylor, President 

Join us October 3 

If you are interested in an 

evening of fun and 

fellowship plan to join us 

on the first Monday of 

each month for Art and 

Soul. No special talent in 

needed, just a willingness 

to try new things and enjoy each other’s 

company. Joan Howell will lead in October. 

The group will be creating door signs. For the 

month of November, Cathy Shallenberger will 

lead us in creating fall pumpkins. This is an 

opportunity to create something to freshen up 

your fall decorations or brighten up your 

Thanksgiving table.  

 

Membership in United Methodist Women is open 

to all women of the church. If you enjoy serving 

in mission and the company of others, please 

consider joining our group. See Sandy Treece or 

Georgia Taylor or any UMW member. 
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Pre-K to 2
nd

 Grade  

Sunday School Volunteer Schedule 

 October 2 ~ Cathy Shallenberger 

 October 9 ~ Evelyn Silver 

 October 16 ~ Phyllis Weaver 

 October 23 ~ Miriam Zech 

 October 30 ~ April Aten 

Thanks to all who give of their time to 

support this ministry of the church. This class 

serves our children Pre-K through Grade 2, 

and meets during worship. If you would be 

willing to help one Sunday every other month 

please contact April Aten. 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 2 Jamie Jarvis 

 4 Caroline Statz 

 5 Tina Clevidence 

 8 Kim Domer 

 9 Sara Hauser 

 10 Dylan Jarvis 

 12 Gene Taylor 

 14 Sarah Jackson 

 15 Rosie Troutman 

 24 Tyler Jarvis 

 29 Karen Wiley 

Acorn Submissions: The next issue 

will be for November 2016. The 

deadline is October 15. If you or your 

committee, class or group would like to 

include an article in future editions of The Acorn, 

please email it to oakchapelumc@yahoo.com or 

place a printed copy in The Acorn mailbox in the 

church office by the 15th of the month for the 

subsequent month’s edition. All church family 

news is welcome. Pictures add a special touch 

and are always welcome. 

$$ Finance Corner 

We are nearing the end of the 2017 

budget process. Here is the path to 

completion for our 2017 Budget. 

Oct. 4 - Finance Comm. Approval 

Oct. 4 - Ad Council Approval 

Oct. 23 - Presented to Congregation 

Nov. 6 - Acknowledged by the 

Congregation 

Nov. 7 - Due to the DS 

Nov. 20 - Church Conference @ 

Shreve UMC 

January 1 - FY2017 Budget begins 

 

Stuart Mykrantz, Finance 

Committee Chairman 

From the Old Collector: 

Be sure to clip the bar codes from 

any Our Family (Buehler's) products. It's 

a free and easy way to help support 

VBS. And while your scissors are out, I 

also collect postage stamps (but not the 

frequently seen "forever" kind) and 

Campbell's labels. Keep clipping!!! 

Betty Franks 

Did you know that Lerch’s Donuts uses eight 

tons of flour to make enough donuts for the 

Wayne County Fair? 

Trunk or Treat 

Once again the Outreach 

Committee will be 

sponsoring Trunk or Treat 

for area children. This 

event will take place in the 

church parking lot on 

Sunday, October 30 from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Children will have the opportunity to decorate 

pumpkin cookies and trick or treat from trunk to 

trunk. For this event to be 

successful we need your 

help in two ways; 1) plan 

to decorate your trunk and 

pass out candy to the 

children 2) spread the 

word, invite your friends and neighbors and bring 

your kids and grandkids. It is always fun to see 

the children in costume and only takes an hour of 

your time, so please plan to participate. If you 

have questions or just need ideas for decorating 

your trunk ask anyone on the Outreach 

Committee. 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARYS 

 16 Miriam and Dave Zech 

 28 Betty and Duane Princehorn 

This information comes from 

our membership database. 

Please let us know if there are 

additions, corrections or 

omissions. 
Wish your neighbor 

a happy day! 

Looking Ahead: 

November 6 – Fall Back to Standard Time 

November 20 – Church Conference @ Shreve 

mailto:oakchapelumc@yahoo.com
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“Autumn … the year’s last, loveliest smile.” —William Cullen Bryant  
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School    9:30 a.m. 

Worship   10:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

 Rev. Christopher Statz ................................................ Pastor 

 Jen Moser ................................ Organist and Choir Director 

 Lisa Renker ........................................................... Custodian 

 Pam Domer .......................................... Deaconess/Secretary 

 Church Phone  .............................................. 330-264-2537 

 Parsonage Phone  ........................................... 330-262-7071 

 Pastor’s cell phone .......................................... 440-628-1114 

E-mail addresses: 

cstatz1212@gmail.com              oakchapelumc@yahoo.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

 

 

 

 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305  

1-866-442-4403 (free) or email CanalDistrictUMC@neo.rr.com 

Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent 

Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant 

http://www.oakchapelumc.com/
mailto:oakchapelumc@yahoo.com
http://www.oakchapelumc.com/

