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Pastor’s Message 

Dear Friends, 

How did the early church, composed of people 

like you and me, move from timidity to boldness, 

from knowing people with broken lives to healing, 

from feeling something deep down in their bones 

to proclaim a grace and truth almost too good to 

imagine, from fretting about other people to going 

to those people and sharing what they believed?  

It could only be by God through the Holy Spirit, 

gifting empowering them. The Bible is still the 

greatest story published and lived!  

“Gifts of the Spirit” is a term most people have 

heard, whether in sermons or in the apostle Paul’s 

letters to the churches in Corinth (I Cor. 12:8-10), 

Rome (Rom. 12:6-8) or Ephesus (Eph. 4:11). It was 

an understood and accepted thing back then, more 

than it is today.   

All gifts come from the Holy Spirit and all are 

needed in the Body of Christ for serving and 

strengthening the faith community. I’ve discovered 

over the years of giving spiritual gift 

questionnaires, a glossed-over byproduct; the 

affirmation and renewed sense in a person for their 

own fulfillment. Your spiritual gifts indications may 

be different from your talent. It’s not just for new 

disciples or new church members but for all people 

and all ages. 

In late September, I hope for us to have the 

opportunity to re-acquaint ourselves with this gift 

God gives all believers, to discover your gifts, and 

to understand what those gifts mean. 

God’s nature is to give. God’s gifts are meant to 

be opened. Those gifts are meant to be used. Your 

gifts are a key that connects a circuit in you that 

brings energy to your inner life. The work of the 

church (notice I didn’t say “church-work”) should 

be life-giving, not life-draining. It can be when we 

connect with the passions that God plants within 

each soul.   

Pax, 

 

 

Christopher Statz 

September Sermon Scripture Lessons 
 

Theme: God's Gifts of the Spirit 

September 4 Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 

 Romans 12:1-8; Luke 9:1-6, 10-17 

September 11 

 Exodus 17:1-7; Ephesians 4:1, 11-16 

September 18 

 Exodus 17:11-16; I Peter 4:9-11 

September 25 

 I Corinthians 12:1-11 

October 2 – World Communion Sunday 

Pastor’s Office Schedule 

Monday—Thursday: 9:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  

Friday: “Sermon Day” working from home 

Saturday: Day off 

Pam Domer has agreed to serve Oak Chapel as church 

secretary. She will continue to receive support from 

the office volunteers who have covered the church’s 

administrative needs in the past.  

Her hours in the office will be:  

Monday—Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to Noon. 
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Weekday Bible Studies 

The Monday Morning Bible 

Study will not meet until 

October 17 at 9:30 a.m. At 

that time we will begin a study 

of David using Lectio Divina. This Ancient-Future 

Bible Study incorporates study of the Bible with 

the church’s most ancient way of reading 

scripture. This form of study includes: 

Reading the text with a listening ear 

Reflecting on the meaning and message  

Praying in response to God’s word 

Quietly resting in God 

Faithful witness in daily life 

Please consider joining us for the exciting new 

study this fall. 

Spiritual  

Growth 

Youth Groups 

If you have ideas or wish to be 

actively involved in this ministry 

please contact April Aten, Pam 

Domer, Jen Moser or Miriam Zech. 

People to People 

Please remember that we collect items for People 

to People the first Sunday of each month. There 

is an increased need for support during the 

summer months as children are not receiving a 

nutritious lunch at school. Items may be brought 

in anytime and placed in the bins in the narthex, 

if you forget to bring them on the designated 

Sunday. Thanks to Connie Reed for serving the 

church by making sure these donations are taken 

to People to People. 

Men’s Breakfast is September 10 

at Green Leaf at 7:30 a.m. All 

men and boys are welcome!  

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Walker Jarvis 

 3 Tommy Jackson 

 4 Eleanor Franks 

  Amanda Jackson 

 7 Kate Priest 

 14 Dan Clevidence 

 17 Sabrina Bowles 

 20 Bob Morris 

 23 Shelby Burckhart 

  Robin Dillon 

 24 Stuart Mykrantz 

 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARYS 

 7 Marge and Al Starkey 

 9 Georgia and Gene Taylor 

Wish your neighbor  

a happy day! 

This information comes from 

our membership database. 

Please let us know if there are 

additions, corrections or 

omissions. 

Fair Parking 

Yes, it is that time of year again! 

Time to sign up for Wayne 

County Fair Parking! Again this 

year, we will park cars at East of 

Chicago Pizza and Swift Auto Parts  

as a church fundraiser. There is a 

sign-up sheet on the Narthex 

table. Dates of the Fair are 

September 10-15. If you are able 

to help, it would be greatly 

appreciated! Please call me, 

Christy Rickard, 330-264-3830, 

with any questions. 

 

The Bazaar is Coming! The Bazaar is Coming! 

The Annual Bazaar sponsored by the UMW will 

be at the end of October! Please begin planning 

and making items to donate to sell. Useful and 

decorative crafts are always good sellers! I would 

like to gather finished items early to make a nice 

photo to put in the paper. Please get them to 

Miriam Zech when you have them. If you are 

looking for ideas, see her or hop on Pinterest! 

Pill Bottle Collection 

The Ohio Granges are helping support the 

Matthew 23 Project in Cincinnati. We are 

collecting pill bottles to ship overseas. Many 

clinics in impoverished areas have no containers 

to send medicine home. We can help by 

removing labels and washing out our empty 

containers and getting them to Miriam Zech. I 

have had a great response but I can take more! I 

will collect them until the end of September when 

we send them off to the Project. They will take 

prescription and over the counter pill 

bottles.  Thank you! 
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Blood pressure screenings are 

still being offered after worship on 

the third Sunday of every month. 

If you have birthday, 

anniversary, get well, thinking of 

you, or sympathy cards laying around that you 

would like to donate, please give to Christy 

Rickard. Also if you would like to donate forever 

stamps that would also be greatly appreciated! 

These cards and stamps are sent to our Church 

Family. Thank you again! 

The Membership Care Committee has a list of 

homebound members who are visited by one of 

the committee members on a regular basis. Please 

contact Christy, 330-264-3830, with any member 

needs, . We look forward to caring for our church 

members with a caring and compassionate attitude 

with God as our leader. 

Cheryl Rastetter continues to coordinate getting 

meals to those members of our church who have 

been ill or in the hospital. If this is an area where 

you could help, such as cooking or delivering, 

please call Cheryl, 330-262-9369. 

The Committee is still working on getting an 

AED for our church and we may be able to get 

one at no charge! If we cannot, we will ask for use 

of Memorials for the purchase of the AED. We will 

hold a CPR class after we obtain the AED so that 

we can include the training for both.  

 No Meeting in September! 

The next meeting October 3. 

Please plan to join us at 7 

p.m. in Fellowship Hall the 

first Monday of each month 

as we explore varying art 

media and fellowship 

together.  

Health and Wellness Corner— 

How To Avoid Tick Bites 

 If you plan to be outdoors in the woods you 

should wear long sleeves, long pants, light 

colors, and tightly woven clothing. 

 The light colored clothing helps you see ticks 

on your clothing and the tightly woven 

material keeps ticks from getting to your skin. 

 Try to avoid leaving the trails in the woods 

and any tall grassy areas with bushes. 

 Use insect repellant with 30% DEET on 

clothing and exposed skin. 

 When you return from the woods/outdoors 

check your clothing and skin for ticks. Check  

in your hair, body folds, ears, underarms, and 

back. Also check your gear thoroughly and 

wash all clothes and gear as soon as possible. 

Clothing and gear should be dried in a hot 

dryer to kill any remaining ticks you may   

have missed. 

 If you find a tick on or in your skin, remove it 

immediately using tweezers to get hold of the 

body of the tick. Grasp the tick as close to the 

skin as possible and pull it out. After the tick is 

removed wash your hands thoroughly with 

soap and water and wash area where the tick 

was removed with rubbing alcohol. 

 If your skin develops a large red mark around 

where tick was on your skin or in your skin or 

you develop a fever, you should be seen by 

your doctor.  

Stay tuned to your bulletins after the Fair 

to see when Mincemeat Day is!  

Looking Ahead: 

October 2 – World Communion Sunday 

October 30 – Trunk or Treat 

The UMM are sponsoring a trip 

to the baseball game at Canal 

Park with the Rubber Ducks 

playing the Bowie Baysox on 

Friday, September 2, 7:05 p.m. 

This is open to anyone  

who would like to have fun.  

“Education is the most powerful weapon which 

you can use to change the world.”  

—Nelson Mandela  

Welcome Center Staffing  
September ~ Evelyn Silver 



 

 4 

Pre-K to 2
nd

 Grade  

Sunday School Volunteer Schedule 

September 4 – Tracy Braucher 

September 11 – Carol Gossage 

September 18 – April Aten 

September 25 – Cindy Mykrantz 

Thanks to all who give of their time to 

support this ministry of the church. This class 

serves our children Pre-K through Grade 2, 

and meets during worship. If you would be 

willing to help one Sunday every other month 

please contact April Aten. 

Little Library 

We are happy to see that our Little Library is 

being used by our friends and neighbors. We 

have a nice supply of adult books, but are in 

need of youth and children’s books. If you have 

any at home or come across any at garage sales 

you would care to donate they would be greatly 

appreciated. Thanks to Gene and Georgia Taylor 

for maintaining this ministry to the community. 

$$ Finance Corner 

We're in the middle of the 2017 budget process, so 

I thought it would be a good time to review the roles 

of your finance team. 

Financial Secretary: receipts, controls and reports 

all funds contributed to Oak Chapel (except for 

contributions given directly to UMM, UMW or 

Memorials). 

Committee Chairpersons: submit budget items to 

the Finance Committee, authorize expenditure of 

funds and certify the invoices/vouchers for payment 

by the Treasurer. 

Treasurer: pays certified invoices/vouchers and 

coordinates with Committee Chairpersons to ensure 

there are adequate funds to support budgeted items. 

Finance Committee Chairperson: coordinates     

the budget, prepares financial reports and monitors 

cash flow. 

I hope this review of the finance team's roles gives 

you confidence that every dollar contributed to Oak 

Chapel, either for operating expenses or a designated 

purpose, is used as efficiently as possible to support 

the budgeted items. I look forward to presenting the 

2017 budget (currently in work) to you in October. 

Stuart Mykrantz, Finance Committee Chairman 

The Disaster Response page of the EOC website has been updated to include: 

 A letter written by Bishop Cynthia Harvey detailing her first-hand account of the 

flooding in Louisiana that nearly two weeks later still has areas under two feet of water. 

 A link for those wishing to make online donations to Louisiana Conference Flood Relief. 

 A link for those wishing to make donations to the West Virginia Conference Flood 

Relief as that conference continues cleaning up from the devastating flood that hit the 

state in late June. 

 The address where donations can be sent for Northwest Detroit Flood Recovery to assist the area that is still 

recovering two years after flooding in Michigan. 

 Contact information for NCJ Disaster Response Liaison, who is organizing a September 18-23 ERT trip to 

Detroit and is planning an ERT trip to West Virginia in late October. 

  

Please continue to hold in your prayers those whose lives have been forever impacted by these, and other, 

natural disasters, and those who respond to assist in any way that they can. 

On Sunday, September 18
th
 we will once again give you the opportunity to support Release 

Time for Christian Education Program through your financial gifts. We are fortunate to live 

in a county which allows the local churches to share their Christian faith with our school 

children. Supporting this ongoing ministry with your prayers and gifts will ensure that this 

vital ministry continues to reach those children who might not otherwise hear the Good 

News of Jesus Christ. 

http://www.eocumc.com/disaster-response/index.html
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From the Old Collector: 

Be sure to clip the bar codes from 

any Our Family (Buehler's) products. It's 

a free and easy way to help support 

VBS. And while your scissors are out, I 

also collect postage stamps (but not the 

frequently seen "forever" kind) and 

Campbell's labels. Keep clipping!!! 

Betty Franks 

Faith, Hope, Love in Action 

The Buy-Way Yard Sale was a 

success and I thought it was 

fun. I wish I could have seen 

the faces of the ladies in the 

kitchen when the tour bus stopped for lunch! 

Please don’t forget to bring items for the school 

bags: three spiral one-subject notebooks (70 

pages), one pair blunt scissors, one pencil 

sharpener, six unsharpened pencils with erasers 

and no advertisements, a 12 inch metric ruler, a 

two inch eraser, 24 count box of crayons. The box 

is in the narthex to put your items in. Let’s help as 

many children as we can go to school. 

September 24 is the Canal District Fall Gathering  

at Centenary UMC. New officers will be elected 

and Elizabeth Feldman is to be our new district 

president. Attend the meeting and give her lots   

of support. 

Our next Executive Meeting will be on September 

10 at 10:30 a.m. in the Sing-Mar room. 

Blessings, Georgia 

Thank you for being so generous in donating 

school supplies. Although we are still collecting 

items for School Kits, we are in particular need 

of bags made of sturdy fabric. A pattern is 

available if you are willing to make several. 

Below is the list of needed items.  

Scissors—blunt round tip 

Paper—8.5x11 ruled—3 pads 

Ruler—30 cm/12 inch 

Pencil sharpener 

Pencils—6 unsharpened 

Eraser—2.5 inch 

Crayons—box of 24 

Bag—no less than 14x16 with closure 

$1 for each bag 

Thanks in advance for your help. 

Friends Together  

Some of the groups 

that were selected in 

January have not had 

a chance to get 

together. The plan 

was to remix the 

groups in July but we 

will keep the same groups until January 2017. 

Also when your groups plan a get together please 

let Rev. Chris and his family know so that they 

have the opportunity to attend these group 

gatherings and get to know everyone. If anyone 

would like to join a Friends Together Group or 

have any questions please contact Christy Rickard.  
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Membership     

                           
 

 Rosie and Bob Troutman 

Plea from the Church Office 

Committee Chairpersons – Please 

submit copies of minutes from all 

committee meetings to the office for 

filing. Also please put your meeting 

dates on the master calendar in the 

office for inclusion in the bulletin 

and The Acorn. 

...to Joan Howell 

for providing 

personal fans for 

use during worship. 

 

...to everyone who has donated 

items for the School Kits.  We still 

need rulers, pencil sharpeners and 

scissors. Anyone who wishes to sew 

a tote bag for this mission project 

the bag must be 14”x16” with sturdy 

handles and a closure. Betty Franks 

will once again see that they are 

sent to Church World Service. 

 

Thank You, Dankie, Gracia, 

Merci, Toda, Grazie, Danke, 

Obrigado to all who helped in so 

many ways to show that Oak 

Chapel knows how to ‘do’ church! 

We offered hospitality with 

delicious food and beverage, 

homemade ice cream, air 

conditioning, restrooms, and 

fellowship. We gave refuge from the 

heat and rain. And we were able to 

put $838.51 into the general fund! 

 

 Their parents were Karl and Dorothy Troutman from the 

Shreve area and Ralph & Martha Bigler from Holmes. 

 Have three children Andy (Deanna) Troutman of Wooster, 

Sara (Kyle) Kamlowsky of Akron OH, and Amanda (Jason) 

Rapp of Columbus OH.  

 Have six grandchildren: Sophia & Asa Troutman, Luke & 

Kane Kamlowsky, and Rosemary & Cody Rapp. 

 Pets: Fergie, Betty, Woosie, Gracie, and Posie. 

 Started attending Oak Chapel in 1971. 

 Came to Oak Chapel because we wanted to find a Church 

for our family and liked a small community country Church. 

 Favorite memory is when the eagle did not fly out the front 

doors in 1988 during Bible School.  

 Rosie attends WOW Bible Study every Thursday morning, 

attends Community Center work out room and volunteers 

on Saturday morning. 

 Both are involved with the Wayne County Fair. 

 Rosie is on Oak Chapel Trustees Committee. 

 Bob is chair of Administrative Council and member of 

SPRC. 

 Bob is on Wayne County Board of Health, Wayne County 

Fair Board, Erie County 4-H Camp Board. 

 Rosie enjoys flowers, keeping grandkids, reading, and crafts. 

 Bob enjoys woodworking, gardening, and community 

activities. 

 Rosie's favorite foods are salads and burgers. 

 Bob's favorite foods are pizza, beef stroganoff, and steaks. 

 Rosie would like to have dinner with her mother. 

 They have lived in Wooster, Columbus, and Springfield.  

 Rosie's favorite vacation spot is Florida. She loves the warm 

weather, sand, sun, and ocean. Bob's favorite vacation spot 

is anywhere with Rosie! 

 Rosie was raised in a church where her grandparents, aunts, 

uncles, and cousins were there on Sunday morning and her 

mom was a Sunday School Teacher.  

Prayer Warriors 

After tragedies, natural disasters and terrorism, people now commonly turn to social media to request 

prayers. Although it can feel “jarring” to see “so many references to the divine in spaces normally reserved for 

vacation photos,” writes journalist Eleanor Barkhorn, it’s a modern-day version of the New Testament’s 

reminders to pray constantly and in all circumstances. 

Barkhorn writes, “Facebook shouldn’t cheapen prayer any more than the Postal Service or the telephone 

does.” Russell Moore of the Southern Baptist Convention says, “Asking for prayer via Twitter or Facebook is 

no different than calling someone and saying, ‘We should really pray for this.’ … Social media can be a 

tremendous force for good in alerting people to things they can be praying about right away.” 
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Worship Service     9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School   10:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

 Rev. Christopher Statz ................................................ Pastor 

 Jen Moser ................................ Organist and Choir Director 

 Lisa Renker ........................................................... Custodian 

 Pam Domer .......................................... Deaconess/Secretary 

 Church Phone  .............................................. 330-264-2537 

 Parsonage Phone  ........................................... 330-262-7071 

 Pastor’s cell phone .......................................... 440-628-1114 

E-mail addresses: 

cstatz1212@gmail.com              oakchapelumc@yahoo.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

 

 

 

 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305  

1-866-442-4403 (free) or email CanalDistrictUMC@neo.rr.com 

Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent 

Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant 

http://www.oakchapelumc.com/
mailto:oakchapelumc@yahoo.com
http://www.oakchapelumc.com/

